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PRELUDE                               Divinum Mysterium                      - Joe Utterback 
 
 

OPENING WORDS (responsive) 
    Blessed is the Lord. 
        Who alone does wondrous things. 
    Let us listen to what God will speak. 
        Surely God speaks of peace. 
    To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
        O my God, in You I trust. 
  
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE                          JW and Mary Brooks 

 
*HYMN                      When the Morning Stars Together                 486 
The text’s author was a Congregational minister in England from 1929 to 1972, was made a fellow 
of Westminster Choir College, Princeton, N.J., and honored at Westminster Abbey. The tune was a 
folk song that first appeared in a 1741 Cologne hymnal. 

 
OPENING PRAYER (unison) 
 
 

Almighty God, in this season of Advent remind us that in the 
midst of our darkness you are bringing us peace to calm our 
anxious spirits and hectic lives. Turn our hearts again toward 
you. Help make us ready to receive your Son our Savior. Slow 
our pace, and give us the blessing of feeling your peace in our 
soul. Forgive us when our hearts are cold and guide us on the 
path leading to you.  For this we ask in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON AND *GLORIA PATRI (579) 

FIRST LESSON                  Romans 13:11-14                                p. 923 
 
*HYMN                   When Morning Lights the Eastern Skies         250 
This metrical rendering of Psalm 143 was published in 1912 in The Psalter. The composer was an 
18th  century English cleric who was interested in music and science. His controversial Essay on the 
First Principles of Natural Philosophy led Oxford to rescind his Master of Arts degree, but Sidney 
Sussex College in Cambridge then gave him one! He named the tune after his favorite saint.   
 
SECOND LESSON            Matthew 24:36-44                           p. 806 

  
SERMON                              What Time Is It        
 
*HYMN                  Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates                   8 
The hymn was written based on Psalm 42 by an early 17th century German pastor at Königsberg, 
Georg Weissel, who wrote about 20 hymns. The tune first appeared in Psalmodia Evangelica in 
1789.           
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE CHURCH (Visitors are kindly 
requested to fill out one of the visitor’s cards in the pew and put it in the offering plate or hand 
it to an usher after the service.)  
 
OFFERING                                      
OFFERTORY                   An Invitation for Advent  

 - Ruth Elaine Schram arr. Douglas Nolan        
 
 

*DOXOLOGY (592) AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
CLOSING PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors)              p. 16 
 
*HYMN                     O Light Whose Splendor Thrills                   550 
This paraphrase of the third-century Phos Hilaron was written by Carl P. Daw, Jr., in 1989. Daw was 
born in Louisville, Kentucky, in 1944 and served as vicar-chaplain at St. Mark’s Episcopal Chapel at 
the University of Connecticut. He is recognized for contributing outstanding paraphrases of the 
Psalms and many of his hymns have yet to be published. 

                          
*BENEDICTION 
 
*POSTLUDE                   Wachet auf, ruft uns die stimme     - arr. Max Reger     
 
 
 

* Stand if able 
 



We extend a warm welcome to our guests and visitors and we are delighted to 
have you worship with us. Please fill out a visitor’s card found in the pew and 

be sure to identify yourself so we can present you with a gift bag. 
 
 
 
 

Deacons on call this month are Pat Ross and Wendy Schmitt. Ushers for today’s 
service are Pat and Larry Ross. 
 
Please join us for coffee hour after worship today graciously provided by Kate 
Musso and Audrey Pietrucha. 
 
Flowers for worship are provided by Kate Musso. 
 
Next Sunday is “hanging of the greens” day! Please join us at 9:30 a.m. for 
breakfast in the foyer and decorating the church. It is okay to “dress down” for 
worship as we will be working with the Christmas tree and wreaths. 
 
The blanket drive for the needy and the clothing drive for grade school kids 
continues. All items should be new or gently used and can be given to Jeannette 
or Anastasia to distribute. (if they are not available at worship, there will be bins 
in the Parlor to place these items in for temporary storage).  
 
Informal drop in Sunday School will run in the half hour before worship starting 
today. Programs include crafts, games, and classic Bible stories and lessons. All 
are welcome, but materials best suited for kids under 10. 
 
UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS: (All meetings are open to members of the church)  

Choir practice 9:45 AM in the choir loft 
12/3, 12/10, 12/17: Bible Study, 6:30 PM, Parlor 
12/7: Hanging of the Greens/breakfast at the church, 9:30 AM 
12/9: Deacon’s meeting, 1:30 PM for preparing and setting out pew candles in 

the sanctuary and 2:30 PM in the Parlor for the business meeting. 
12/14: Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols, 7PM 
12/18: Trustee’s meeting, 5:30 PM, Parlor 
12/24: Christmas Eve Service, 5PM 

 

If you are interested in discussing matters of faith and want to inquire about Christian 
membership in the church, please contact Rev. Clarke. We welcome the chance to 
have you join us in our historic, but active-in-the-world, community of faith!  
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When the Morning Stars Together 
 

1. When the morning stars together 
Their Creator’s glory sang, 
And the angel host all shouted 
Till with joy the heavens rang, 
Then Your wisdom and Your greatness 
Their exultant music told, 
All the beauty and the splendor 
Which Your mighty works unfold. 

 

3. Voice and instrument in union  
Through the ages spoke Your praise, 
Plainsong, tuneful hymns, and anthems 
Told Your faithful,  
gracious ways, 
Choir and orchestra and organ 
Each sacred offering brought, 
While, inspired by Your own Spirit, 
Poet and composer wrought. 

 
2. When in synagogue and temple 

Voices raised the psalmists’ songs, 
Offering the adoration 
Which alone to You belongs, 
When the singers and the cymbals 
With the trumpet made accord, 
Glory filled the house of worship, 
And all knew Your presence, Lord.  

 

4. Lord, we bring our gift of music; 
Touch our lips and fire our hearts, 
Teach our minds and train our senses, 
Fit us for these sacred arts. 
Then with skill and consecration 
We would serve Your, Lord, and give  
All our powers to glorify You, 
And in serving fully live. 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 

FIRST LESSON                          Romans 13:11-14 
 

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to 
wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became 
believers; the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then lay aside the 
works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in 
the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and 
licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

 

      

 

 

               When Morning Lights the Eastern Skies          

When morning lights the eastern skies, 
O Lord, Thy Mercy show; 
On Thee alone my hope relies, 
Let me Thy kindness know. 
 
Teach me the way that I should go; 
I lift my soul to Thee; 
For refuge from cruel foe 
To Thee, O Lord, I flee. 
 
Thou art my God; to Thee I pray: 
Teach me Thy will to heed; 
And in the right and perfect way 
May Thy good Spirit lead. 
 
For Thy name’s sake, O gracious Lord, 
Revive my soul and bless, 
Ad in Thy faithfulness and love 
Redeem me from distress. 

 
 
 
 

     
SECOND LESSON                        Matthew 24:36-44 
 

“But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor 
the Son, but only the Father.  For as the days of Noah were, so will be the 
coming of the Son of Man. For as in the days before the flood they were eating 
and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the 
ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so, 
too, will be the coming of the Son of Man.  Then two will be in the field; one 
will be taken, and one will be left.  Two women will be grinding meal 
together; one will be taken, and one will be left.  Keep awake, therefore, for 
you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the 
owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, 
he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken 
into.  Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an 
unexpected hour. 

  
 

 



 
      Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates 

 
Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates;  
behold, the King of glory waits;  
the King of kings is drawing near;  
the Savior of the world is here! 
 
Fling wide the portals of your heart;  
make it a temple, set apart  
from earthly use for heaven's employ,  
adorned with prayer and love and joy. 
 
Redeemer, come! I open wide 
My heart to Thee; here, Lord, abide 
Let me Thy inner presence feel; 
Thy grace and love in me reveal. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 O Light Whose Splendor Thrills   

 

O Light whose splendor thrills and gladdens 
With radiance brighter than the sun, 
Pure gleam of God's unending glory, 
O Jesus, blest anointed One; 
 
As twilight hovers near at sunset, 
And lamps are lit, and children nod, 
In evening hymns we lift our voices 
To Father, Spirit, Son: one God. 
 
In all life's brilliant, timeless moments, 
Let faithful voices sing Your praise, 
O Son of God, our life-bestower, 
Whose glory lightens endless days. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


