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PRELUDE                The King of Love My Shepherd Is           - Daniel Burton                  
 

OPENING WORDS (responsive) 
    God is our refuge and strength 
        A very present help in trouble. 
    Therefore we will not fear. 
        Draw near and call on the Lord. 
 

*HYMN                   Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee                         464 
The text was written in 1907 when Henry van Dyke was guest preacher at Williams College. He said 
it should be sung to this tune, from Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony. Beethoven’s original rhythm for 
the 12th and 13th measures has been restored in our hymnal.          
        
OPENING PRAYER (unison) 

Almighty and most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in what we have done 
and in what we have left undone. 
We have not trusted in your goodness 
and have allowed fear to rule us. 
We have been silent when we should have spoken, 
we have been deaf to the calls of the poor, 
and unresponsive when we should have acted more decisively. 
We have not lived with the same grace 
that you have always shown us. 
Forgive us and help us to serve you 
by serving your world with generous spirits.  
In Jesus' name we pray, Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON AND *GLORIA PATRI (579) 
 

FIRST LESSON                           2 Timothy 1:1-14                             p. 966  

*HYMN                   Bless the Lord, My Soul and Being                224 
Fred Anderson wrote this metrical setting for Psalm 104 in 1986. He is pastor of the Madison 
Avenue Presbyterian Church, New York City and has been metering Psalms for 21 years. C. Hubert 
Parry was a prolific composer in latter 19th-century England. The tune, Rustington, was named for 
the town where he lived in Sussex, England towards the end of his life.   
     
SECOND LESSON                 Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2: 1-4                          p. 762 
 
SERMON                            Please, Be Seated                              
 
*HYMN                           Now to Your Table Spread                         515 
The author is editor and executive secretary of the New Zealand Hymnbook Trust and in addition to 
being a pianist and organist, has served with Amnesty International, and a research unit of the New 
Zealand Parliament’s Labor party. The tune was composed for the text of hymn #76 in 1918 by John 
Ireland on the back of a menu, during a lunch when a friend passed him a poem, asking that he write 
a tune for it. Ireland was an organist and prolific composer in England.                     

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE CHURCH (Visitors are kindly 
requested to fill out one of the visitor’s cards in the pew and put it in the offering plate or hand 
it to an usher after the service.)  
 
OFFERING  
OFFERTORY                            Agnus Dei                          - Gabriel Faure 
  

*DOXOLOGY (592) AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 
SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER                                           (insert) 
   The congregation is invited to participate in the service as found in the insert     

included in this order of service. (Please note that grape juice is on the outer circle 
only and wine inside. We partake together after all have been served.) 

 

COMMUNION VOLUNTARY      
 
CLOSING PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors)               p. 16 
 
*HYMN                       For the Fruit of All Creation                      553 
Though published in the English Methodist Recorder only in 1970, by 1982 Fred Pratt Green’s words 
had already appeared in fourteen hymnals around the world.   The tune by Francis Jackson (b. 1917) 
was written in 1957 for a different text but it never caught on until people heard it with these words.    
          
BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE                     Renew My Soul, O Lord            - Edward Broughton 
 

* Stand if able 



We extend a warm welcome to our guests and visitors and we 

are delighted to have you worship with us. Please fill out a 
visitor’s card found in the pew and be sure to identify yourself 

so we can present you with a gift bag. 
 

Deacons on call this month and ushers, greeters for today’s service are Sandy 
Bechtel and Marsha Pilachowski. Communion servers for today’s service are 
Marsha Pilachowski and Amy Tronsen.  
 

Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in the foyer after the service 
graciously provided by Kate Musso and Audrey Pietrucha. 
 

Flowers for worship are provided by Betsy Ehrenfreund in memory of her 
mother, Frances Tiedemann. 
 

The blanket drive and clothing drive continues. All items should be new or gently 
used and can be given to Jeannette or Anastasia to distribute (if they are not 
available at worship, there will be bins in the Parlor to place these items in for 
temporary storage).  
 

Informal drop in Sunday School will run in the half hour before worship starting 
today. Programs include crafts, games, and classic Bible stories and lessons. All 
are welcome, but materials best suited for kids under 10. 
 

Audrey and Larry Pietrucha are inviting our church family to an evening of 
games, snacks, and fellowship at their home on Friday, October 10 at 6:30 p.m. If 
you are interested in participating, please email Audrey at dreypie@gmail.com so 
she can get a headcount and send their address. 
 

UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS: (All meetings are open to members of the church)  
Choir practice 9:45 AM in the choir loft 
10/9, 10/16, 10/22, 10/30: Bible Study, 6:30 PM, Parlor 
10/7: Deacon’s meeting, 4:00 PM, Barn 
10/15: Lantern lifting day (weather permitting) 
10/18: Memorial service for Bill Hartz, 11:00 AM, Church 
10/19: Harvest Meal, following worship, Barn 
10/23: Trustee’s meeting, 5:30 PM, Parlor 

 

If you are interested in discussing matters of faith and want to inquire about Christian 
membership in the church, please contact Rev. Clarke. We welcome the chance to 
have you join us in our historic, but active-in-the-world, community of faith!  
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                Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
 

 

1). Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee, 
God of glory, Lord of love; 
Hearts unfold like flowers before Thee, 
Opening to the sun above. 
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; 
Drive the gloom of doubt away; 
Giver of immortal gladness, 
Fill us with the light of day. 

2). All Thy works with joy surround Thee, 
Earth and heaven reflect Thy rays, 
Stars and angels sing around Thee, 
Center of unbroken praise. 
Field and forest, vale and mountain, 
Flowery meadow, flashing sea, 
Chanting bird and flowing fountain, 
Call us to rejoice in Thee. 

3). Mortals, join the happy chorus 
Which the morning stars began; 
Lord divine is reigning o’er us, 
Joining all in heaven’s plan. 
Ever singing, march we onward, 
Victors in the midst of strife, 
Joyful music leads us sunward 
In the triumph song of life. 

 

FIRST LESSON                    2 Timothy 1:1-14 
 

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of life 
that is in Christ Jesus, 
 

To Timothy, my beloved child: 
 

Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my ancestors 
did—when I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. Recalling your 
tears, I long to see you so that I may be filled with joy. I am reminded of your sincere 
faith, a faith that lived first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and 
now, I am sure, lives in you. For this reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of God 
that is within you through the laying on of my hands, for God did not give us a spirit 
of cowardice but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline. 
 

Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner, but 
join with me in suffering for the gospel, relying on the power of God, who saved us 
and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works but according to his 
own purpose and grace. This grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages 
began, but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior Jesus 
Christ, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the 
gospel. For this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher, and for 
this reason I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know the one in whom I have 
put my trust, and I am sure that he is able to guard until that day what I have 
entrusted to him. Hold to the standard of sound teaching that you have heard from 
me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.  Guard the good treasure entrusted to 
you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us. 

    Bless the Lord, My Soul and Being    
 

Bless the Lord, my soul and being! 
Lord my God, You have such might, 
Cloaked with honor, grand and glorious, 
You are clothed with purest light. 
Stretching out the heavens like tent cloth, 
You are chambered on the deep. 
Riding on the wings of wind-storm, 
Flame and fire Your bidding keep. 
 

Lord, You laid the earth’s foundation 
That it would be always sound. 
By the word of Your commanding, 
You set forth each ocean’s bound. 
Springs gush forth at Your own bidding, 
Giving drink to every field. 
Bird and beast and all Your creatures 
In that coolness find thirst healed. 
 

Grass You cause to grow for cattle 
Plants for us to cultivate. 
Food You bring forth from our labor, 
Wine for joy and bread for plate. 
Trees you give the birds for shelter, 
Mountain rock and cave for beast. 
Sun and moon both mark the seasons, 
In their light we work and feast. 
 

Lord, how great are all Your workings, 
Wisdom marks them through and through. 
All the earth is Your possession, 
Great and small belong to You. 
Food You give in each due season, 
At Your hand come all good things. 
By Your Spirit You create us; 
Lord, Your breath renewal brings. 
 

May Your glory reign forever. 
Lord, rejoice in all You make! 
As You look on Your creation, 
Mountains smoke, foundations shake. 
May these words and thoughts be pleasing, 
For in You my joy is found. 
Bless the Lord, my soul and being! 
With this song let praise abound. 



   
SECOND LESSON             Habakkuk 1:1-4 

 

The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. 
 
O Lord, how long shall I cry for help, 
    and you will not listen? 
Or cry to you “Violence!” 
    and you will not save? 
Why do you make me see wrongdoing 
    and look at trouble? 
Destruction and violence are before me; 
    strife and contention arise. 
So the law becomes slack, 
    and justice never prevails. 
The wicked surround the righteous; 
    therefore judgment comes forth perverted. 
 
I will stand at my watchpost 
    and station myself on the rampart; 
I will keep watch to see what he will say to me 
    and what he will answer concerning my complaint. 

Then the Lord answered me and said: 
Write the vision; 
    make it plain on tablets, 
    so that a runner may read it. 
For there is still a vision for the appointed time; 
    it speaks of the end and does not lie. 
If it seems to tarry, wait for it; 
    it will surely come; it will not delay. 
Look at the proud! 
    Their spirit is not right in them, 
    but the righteous live by their faith. 

            
 
 

 
    
 

 

   Now to Your Table Spread      
 

Now to Your table spread 
we come, each one in faith 
that You alone provide the words of life or death: 
in wine and bread, 
in promised food 
we find Your loving heart, O God. 
 

Hands of the world stretch out 
Your mystery to touch 
in longing to believe a truth beyond our reach, 
to sing in joy, 
to cry in grief, 
to know Your meaning for our life. 
 

Here is our common wealth 
in sharing what is good, 
as though all humankind around one table stood, 
this bread to break, 
this wine to taste: 
one people in the name of Christ.  

 
 
                           For the Fruit of All Creation                       
 
1. For the fruit of all creation,  

Thanks be to God. 
For the gifts to every nation,  
Thanks be to God. 
For the plowing, sowing, reaping,  
Silent growth while we are sleeping, 
Future needs in earth’s safe keeping, 
Thanks be to God. 

 

2. In the just reward of labor,  
God’s will be done. 
In the help we give our neighbor, 
God’s will be done. 
In our worldwide task of caring 
For the hungry and despairing, 
In the harvests we are sharing,  
God’s will be done. 

 
3. For the harvests of the Spirit, 

Thanks be to God. 
For the good we all inherit, 
Thanks be to God. 
For the wonders that astound us, 
For the truths that still confound us, 
Most of all that love has found us, 
Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 



Order of Service for 
The Lord’s Supper or Communion 
At the First Congregational Church 

Bennington, Vermont 
 
Scripture Sentences 
 
 
Opening Words and Invocation 
 
 
Prayer of Confession (read by the Minister and People in Unison) 
 

     We come not into thy presence, most holy Lord God, trusting in our 
own righteousness but in thy manifold and abiding mercies.  
Remembering this day the great heart and passion of a son of man of 
long ago, we are conscious of our shortcomings. We would here be 
turned to the way of his brave and tender spirit, and find that wholeness 
of life which shall be at once a divine blessing for us and a divine 
ministry from us. Forgive our failures and shortcomings, and by thy 
grace strengthen our desire for goodness, that we may henceforth serve 
thee without fear and without shame, all the days of our lives.  Amen. 
 
 
Responsive Reading 
 

Let us hear the words of Jesus which speak of the way of blessedness. 
 

Blessed are the poor in spirit; for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
BLESSED ARE THEY THAT MOURN; FOR THEY SHALL 
BE COMFORTED. 

Blessed are the meek; for they shall inherit the earth. 
BLESSED ARE THEY WHICH DO HUNGER AND THIRST 
AFTER RIGHTEOUSNESS; FOR THEY SHALL BE 
FILLED. 

Blessed are the merciful; for they shall obtain mercy. 
BLESSED ARE THE PURE IN HEART; FOR THEY SHALL 
SEE GOD. 

Blessed are the peacemakers; for they shall be called the children of God. 
BLESSED ARE THEY WHICH ARE PERSECUTED FOR 
RIGHTEOUSNESS’ SAKE; FOR THEIRS IS THE 
KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. 

 

 
 
Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy  
   soul, and with all thy mind. 
 THIS IS THE FIRST AND GREAT COMMANDMENT. 
And the second is like unto it, namely this: Thou shalt love thy 
   neighbor as thyself. 

ON THESE TWO COMMANDMENTS HANG ALL THE 
LAW AND THE PROPHETS. 

 
 
Offertory and Communion Prayer 

          

The Lord be with you. 
AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
Lift up your hearts 
WE LIFT THEM TO THE LORD. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise 
LET US GIVE THANKS TO THE LORD OUR GOD 

 
Words of Institution 
 

 The Lord Jesus, the same night in which he was betrayed, took 
bread; and, when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said: This is my 
body which is broken for you. This do in remembrance of me. 
 

 After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had supped, 
saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood. This do ye, as oft as ye 
drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

Take and eat this in remembrance of Christ. 
Take and drink this in remembrance of Christ. 
 
 

Silent Prayer 
 

The service continues and concludes as found in today’s order of service. 


