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AUGUST 30 ,  2026  

INTROIT                                  Come Sunday  - Edward “Duke” Ellington (1899-1974) 
                                      from Black, Brown, and Beige         - James Martin, baritone 
 

 

OPENING WORDS (responsive) 
    Bless the Lord, O my soul. 
         Let all that is in me bless God's name. 
    Mercy and justice are the Lord's. 
         May God's love and peace bless us. 
 

*HYMN                  Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise                  263 
The author of the text, Walter Chalmers Smith (1824-1908), was a minister in the Free Church of 
Scotland and was its Moderator in 1893. He published several books, his last one being A Heretic 
and Other Poems. The tune is a Welsh folk melody from the early 19th century. 
 

OPENING PRAYER (unison) 
Creator God, forgive our moments of ingratitude, the spiritual 
blindness that prevents us from appreciating the wonder that is this 
world, the endless cycle of nature, of life and death and rebirth.  
Forgive us for taking without giving, reaping without sowing. Open 
our eyes to see, our lips to praise, our hands to share. May our feet 
land lightly on the path we take, and our footsteps be worthy of 
following, for they lead to you. This we pray in Jesus' name, Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON AND *GLORIA PATRI (579) 
 

FIRST LESSON                         Romans 12:9-21                           p. 922 
 

*HYMN                          Let Us with a Gladsome Mind                     244                  
John Milton wrote this paraphrase of Psalm 136 in 1623 at the age of 15. He was an English Puritan. 
While touring France he met the imprisoned Galileo in 1638. Upon returning, he opened a school at 
Aldersgate. He was Latin Secretary to the Council of State of Oliver Cromwell from 1649-59. By 
age 44 (1652) he was blind, and he had to dictate his greatest literary works. He wrote 19 Psalm 
paraphrases. The tune was first published in 1704 with no attributed composer. John Wilkes wrote 
the harmony for the 1861 Hymns Ancient and Modern. 

 

SECOND LESSON                      Exodus 3:1-15                                     p. 44 
 
ANTHEM        I Know My Faith Is Founded  - arr. Mark Schweizer (1956-2019) 

(based on the Lutheran chorale “Nun lob, mein Seel, den Herren”) 
- Old First Church Choir 

 

SERMON                                  Keeping the Flock 
 
*HYMN                         Come Down, O Love Divine                          313 
Bianco da Siena wrote the words in the 15th century. He lived in Venice and was a member of an 
unordained order that followed the rule of St. Augustine. The translation was made by Richard 
Littledale, an Irish priest, for his 1867 People’s Hymnal. Ralph Vaughan Williams wrote the tune for 
this text for the 1906 The English Hymnal, which he edited. Vaughan Williams was the most 
important English composer of his generation.           
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE CHURCH (Visitors are kindly 
requested to fill out one of the visitor’s cards in the pew and put it in the offering plate or hand 
it to an usher after the service.)  
 
OFFERING                                      
OFFERTORY              Lord God of Abraham  - Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847) 
                                                 from Elijah                     - James Martin, baritone 
                      
*DOXOLOGY (592) AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
CLOSING PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors)              p. 16 
 
*HYMN                   In Christ There Is No East or West                  440 
The text was originally from a play, “The Pageant of Darkness and Light,” written for the London 
Missionary Society exhibition on the Orient in 1908. The author was a wholesale grocer and writer 
of 42 novels and 25 collections of poetry and hymns, including “Hymns for Men at the Front,” 
which sold 8 million copies in World War I. The spiritual tune was the setting for “I Know the 
Angel’s Done Changed My Name” in an 1884 hymn collection “Jubilee Songs,” and was later 
adapted and named for Elmer McKee, rector of St. George’s Protestant Episcopal Church in New 
York City in the 1930’s. 

 
*BENEDICTION 
 
*POSTLUDE                     Ride On, King Jesus    - arr. Hall Johnson (1888-1970) 
                                                [trad. Spiritual]                - James Martin, baritone 

 
* Stand if able 

 



We extend a warm welcome to our guests and visitors and we 
are delighted to have you worship with us. Please fill out a 

visitor’s card found in the pew and be sure to identify yourself 
so we can present you with a gift bag. 

 

 
 

We return to regular worship hour of 11:00 AM next Sunday, September 6 
 

Deacons on call this month are Mary Brooks and Marsha Pilachowski. Ushers for 
today’s service are Charles Dewey and Mary Elizabeth Groupé. 
 

Please join us for coffee hour in the Narthex after worship provided by Janet Van 
Derpoel-Andrea, Nancy Andrews, Sandy Bechtel, Mary Elizabeth Groupé, and 
Kate Musso. 
 

Flowers for worship have been provided by Janet Van Derpoel-Andrea. 
 

The Old First Church welcomes baritone James Martin, whose album “Wide as 
Heaven” was widely acclaimed in The New York Times, Gramophone 
Magazine, and Fanfare at worship today. Our organist, Lynn Raley has been his 
collaborative partner for the past twenty years and is pleased to have him sing for 
us here at Old First. Among his many career accomplishments, James directed 
the music at a historic inner-city church in Jackson, MS. He is currently 
choirmaster at a Lutheran church in PA. He sings opera, oratorio, and Black 
gospel music, as well as jazz. Our thanks also go to our organist and choir 
director Lynn Raley, the church choir and guest chorister, Deanna Huston, for 
sharing their music ministry with us. It is a joy and a blessing to have such talent 
for our worship service. 
 

UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS: (All meetings are open to members of the church)  
Bible study will resume in September. Starting date to be announced. 
9/13: OFC hosting the Free Sunday Supper at 2nd Congregational 
9/17: Trustee meeting, 5:30 PM, Parlor 
TBD: Deacon’s meeting in September 

 

If you are interested in discussing matters of faith and want to inquire about Christian 
membership in the church, please contact Rev. Clarke. We welcome the chance to 
have you join us in our historic, but active-in-the-world, community of faith!  
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Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 
 
Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
Almighty, victorious, Thy great name we praise. 
 
Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 
nor wanting, nor wasting, Thou rulest in might; 
Thy justice like mountains high soaring above 
Thy clouds, which are fountains of goodness and love. 
 
To all, life Thou givest, to both great and small; 
in all life Thou livest, the true life of all; 
we blossom and flourish like leaves on the tree, 
then wither and perish; but naught changeth Thee. 
 
Thou reignest in glory, Thou rulest in light, 
Thine angels adore Thee, all veiling their sight; 
All praise we would render; O help us to see 
“Tis only the splendor of light hideth Thee! 

 
 
  

FIRST LESSON                      Romans 12:9-21 

 
Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one 
another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Do not 
lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope; be patient in 
suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend 
hospitality to strangers. 
 
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with 
those who rejoice; weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one 
another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be 
wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for 
what is noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, 
live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for 
the wrath of God, for it is written, "Vengeance is mine; I will repay, says the 
Lord." No, "if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give 
them something to drink, for by doing this you will heap burning coals on 
their heads." Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

                         
     Let Us with a Gladsome Mind 
 

Let us, with a gladsome mind 
praise the Lord, who is so kind: 
for God’s mercies shall endure, 
ever faithful, ever sure. 
 
God, with all-commanding might, 
filled the new-made world with light: 
for God’s mercies shall endure, 
ever faithful, ever sure. 
 
All things living God does feed, 
with full measure meets their need: 
for God’s mercies shall endure, 
ever faithful, ever sure. 
 
Let us with a gladsome mind 
praise the Lord who is so kind: 
for God’s mercies shall endure, 
ever faithful, ever sure. 

 
SECOND LESSON                  Exodus 3:1-15 
 

Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; 
he led his flock beyond the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of 
God. There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a 
bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. Then 
Moses said, "I must turn aside and look at this great sight and see why the bush 
is not burned up." When the LORD saw that he had turned aside to see, God 
called to him out of the bush, "Moses, Moses!" And he said, "Here I am." Then 
he said, "Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on 
which you are standing is holy ground." He said further, "I am the God of your 
father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." And 
Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 
 
Then the LORD said, "I have observed the misery of my people who are in 
Egypt; I have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know 
their sufferings, and I have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians, and 
to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with 
milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the 
Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. The cry of the Israelites has now 
come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. So come, I will 
send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt." But 



Moses said to God, "Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the 
Israelites out of Egypt?" He said, "I will be with you; and this shall be the sign 
for you that it is I who sent you: when you have brought the people out of 
Egypt, you shall worship God on this mountain." 
 
But Moses said to God, "If I come to the Israelites and say to them, 'The God 
of your ancestors has sent me to you,' and they ask me, 'What is his name?' 
what shall I say to them?" God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM." He said 
further, "Thus you shall say to the Israelites, 'I AM has sent me to you.'" God 
also said to Moses, "Thus you shall say to the Israelites, 'The LORD, the God 
of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob, has sent me to you': This is my name forever, and this my title for all 
generations. 

              

 

 
Come Down, O Love Divine     

 
Come down, O Love divine, Seek out this soul of mine 
And visit it with Your own ardor glowing; 
O Comforter, draw near, within my heart appear, 
And kindle it, Your holy flame bestowing. 
 
O let it freely burn, till earthly passions turn 
To dust and ashes in its heat consuming; 
And let Your glorious light shine ever on my sight, 
And clothe me round, the while my path illuming. 
 
And so the yearning strong with which the soul will long 
Shall far out-pass the power of human telling; 
For none can guess God’s grace, till love creates a place 
Where in the Holy Spirit makes a dwelling. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

In Christ There Is No East or West 
 

In Christ there is no east or west, 
In Him no south or north; 
But one great fellowship of love 
Throughout the whole wide earth. 
 
In Christ shall true hearts everywhere 
Their high communion find; 
His service is the golden cord 
Close binding humankind. 
 
Join hands, disciples in the faith, 
Whate'er your race may be. 
All children of the living God 
Are surely kin to me. 
 
In Christ now meet both east and west, 
In Him meet south and north; 
All Christly souls are one in Him 
Throughout the whole wide earth. 
 

 
      
 
 
 

 
 


