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Vermont’s Colonial Shrine: Welcoming all to share God’s light,
and proclaiming God’s embracing love since 1806

AND THE
WINNER IS….
We are pleased to
announce one of our
church members won the
beautiful one of a kind
hooked rug this year.
Congratulations to Bill
Hartz! Our thanks to Ann
Herrick for donating this
lovely handmade hooked
rug which was designed
by Claudia Dalton.
Money raised from ticket
sales benefit the Church’s
Preservation Fund.

Thank you to Vicky Printz, Jane Radocchia,
Roberta Webb, Pat White and Kathy
Wagenknecht for decking the halls (and undecking!) at the Barn again this year.
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A NNUAL M EETING

Hard to believe February is already here! This
month brings our Annual Meeting and reminds us
all of the time, effort and joy we share. It is fully
a community effort in opening the church each
week for worship, in helping in the wider
community, in making music, giving tours,
opening doors, maintaining systems and breaking
bread together.
We are diminished with the loss of our good
friend and stalwart “pillar” of the church, Hal
Eherenfrend and we have had to bid goodbye to
several others—the Hamiltons, and Virginia
Poole—as they have moved southward. The past
holidays bring old faces and good times to mind
and were especially well received, it seemed, this
year. The many neighbors and friends at the
Children’s Candlelight service and the warmth of
Christmas eve hit just the right note. Since my
last writing we have also celebrated with many,
many thanks the 25th anniversary of Nancy
Andrews’s work here as our office administrator.
I remember particularly well how proud Hal was
of “his” hire. Indeed, we all are proud and
thankful! What a treasure. Thanks, Hal…and all
who have made this church what it is.
Our time may be short here, or a bit longer as
the Lord allows, but each day carries an
opportunity for love, service and friendship.
These have not been in short supply and for this
reason are blessings are many as this year begins.
The Rev. Ken Clarke

The Church Council has set the Annual Meeting date for
Sunday, February 17, 2019 to be held in the church sanctuary
following worship and a brief (but “beefed up”) coffee hour. It
will be a time to receive reports from advocates and boards as
well as a report from the nominating committee electing people
to various responsibilities within the life of the church.

16TH ANNUAL LENTEN DEVOTIONAL BOOKLET
Submissions for our Meditations for Lent booklet, by and for
members and friends of Old First Church, are being accepted.
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, March 6. The deadline for
submissions is February 15th. Email is the best way to get it to
the church office. The devotionals are printed on a half-sheet of
8 ½ x 11” paper so please keep your selections brief.

WOMEN’S BOOK GROUP
The Women’s Book Group will meet next on Thursday,
February 28, 6:30 PM (meeting location tbd) to discuss the
book The Next Person You Meet in Heaven by Mitch Albom.
Newcomers are always welcome. For more information or a
listing of all the books being read this year contact Wendy
Schmitt or the church office. March’s book is: Warlight by
Michael Ondaatje

Tackle Hunger with us in 2019
2019!
PICK

YOUR FAVORITE TEAM AND SUPPORT

BOWL SUNDAY -

We will once again be joining with
other churches across the country this Super Bowl Sunday to
collect money for those who are hungry and hurting. 100% of
the money collected at our church will be donated to the
Greater Bennington Interfaith Community Service’s Kitchen
Cupboard. Please support this important fundraiser in this
effort to “love our neighbors” by dropping your donation in
one of the soup pots located in the back of the church.
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Kenneth A. Clarke, Minister

Don Miller, Moderator

A look back over the busy holiday season
REMEMBERING OUR DEAR FRIEND

“Hanging of the Greens Day” took place on the first Sunday
of Advent. This annual event literally transforms the
sanctuary in a matter of minutes to a picture perfect
Christmas scene. All who participated were treated to a
delicious breakfast provided by the Deacons and our
Fellowship Advocate. Thank you to all who worked tirelessly
to set up for this event and to those who provided food and
drink for everyone. Special thanks to Peter and Monique
Geannelis for donating the wreaths and trees this year and for
all those who donated memorial poinsettias.
Our annual Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols took
place on December 16th and people came from far and wide
to enjoy it. Thank you to all who participated in this special
service. After expenses, the offering netted $875 to the
Greater Bennington Food and Fuel Fund.
Adam Tronsen,
one of our
Christmas Eve
readers

This Christmas
we celebrated the
200th anniversary
of the hymn
“Silent Night”

On Christmas Eve, we were treated to a very special evening of
music, readings and prayers. The weather cooperated that
evening allowing us to sing “Silent Night” out in front of the
church by candlelight. It truly was a special evening!
Thank you all who donated to the
Mitten Tree this year. In a joint effort
with our church and in the community
77 blankets were collected as well as
numerous hats, mittens and scarves,
all of which were distributed to those
in need throughout the community.
The generous donations were very
much appreciated by all who received
them. Our thanks to Wendy & Tom
Schmitt for donating the new mitten
tree for the Narthex.

On November 30th we lost our dear friend and longtime church member Harold Ehrenfreund. Having
been a member of the Old First Church for 40 years,
Hal served on the Board of Trustees multiple times,
several of them as chair. He led the church’s capital
campaign in the mid 90’s and was instrumental in
raising hundreds of thousands of dollars needed for
restorations. The church was always special to Hal
as he and Betsy were married in here in 1951 by the
Rev. Thomas Street. Please keep Betsy and family in
your prayers.

GREETINGS FROM THE HAMILTONS
Hello everyone! We are gradually getting settled in. I
hope you were able to get the things you wanted from
the Inn. Good luck with the sale in June.
The first week of December the Richmond area got hit
with a foot plus of snow. Of course it was our fault for
bringing it down here. Richmond just shut down for
two days. It took the sun to clear the snow completely.
After 55 years:
A) No more shoveling snow
B) Five more months of golf
That’s what I call a good exchange.
With love to all,
Harriette & Bill

THANK YOU!
My heartfelt thanks to everyone in the congregation
who helped celebrate my milestone work
anniversary. I am truly blessed to be surrounded by
such a caring and loving church family and blessed
to be part of the historic Old First Church. Twenty
five years has flown by and it is because of all of you
who enrich my life daily and encourage me to do my
best.
Thank you for your love, your support, your special
gifts and for your tremendous efforts in pulling
together such a lovely surprise celebration at the
Barn.
Faithfully yours,
Nancy
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

2

Bellville family
Barn Use
11 AM-4 PM

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

Communion Sunday
Old Bennington
Trustee mtg.
7 PM, Barn

11:00 AM worship
The Rev. Ken Clarke
Minister

10

11

Cameron family Barn
use 11 AM-4 PM

12

Kleinhans family
Barn Use
11 AM- 4 PM

MPCC Barn use
4-8 PM

13

14

15

16

20

21

22

23

Deacon’s Mtg.
4 PM, Barn
Old Bennington
Planning mtg.
7 PM, Barn

11:00 AM worship
The Rev. Ken Clarke
Minister

17

18

Old First Church’s
Annual Meeting
following worship

MPCC Barn use 1-3
PM

11:00 AM worship
The Rev. Ken Clarke
Minister

church office closed

Trustee Meeting
5:30 PM, Barn

19

Presidents’ Day

24

25

Hankle family Barn
use 10 AM-5 PM

26

Pat Guerrero and Wendy Schmitt

USHERS:
2/3: Claudia Dalton, Pat Guerrero
& Wendy Schmitt
2/10: Bill Hartz & Sue Katz
2/17: Bill Gordon & Carol Wade Gordon
2/24: Mary Lacasse & Amy Tronsen

READERS:
2/3: Anastasia Gauthier
2/10: Patrice Nolan
2/17: Marie Guariniello
2/24: David Varker

28
Women’s Book
Group 6:30 PM
(mtg. location
TBD)

11:00 AM worship
The Rev. Ken Clarke
Minister

DEACONS ON CALL:

27

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS:

BIRTHDAYS THIS MONTH:

2/3: Anastasia Gauthier
2/10:
2/17: Beefed up coffee hour for Annual Meeting
(coffee hour provided by many!)
2/24:

2/8: Susan Kachmar
2/10: Candy Cuthbert
2/14: Betsy Ehrenfreund
2/18: Claudia Dalton
2/22: Larry Ross
2/24: Joyce Goeke

FLOWERS:
2/3: Pat Ross
2/10:
2/17:
2/24: Pat Guerrero IMO Esther Lubesco

