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Vermont’s Colonial Shrine: Welcoming all to share God’s light,
and proclaiming God’s embracing love since 1806

Thank you to Vicky Printz, her son and daughter-in-law’s two exchange
students Oryna Barynova and Mishal Kahn and Jane Radocchia for
decorating the Barn for the holiday season.
The annual Hanging of the Greens will take place at the church on Sunday,
December 8. Thank you to Peter and Monique Geannelis for donating the
wreaths and trees and to Dave and Marsha Pilachowski for donating new
bows this year.

We are delighted to announce Mr. and Mrs. S. Carter from North Bennington
as our rug raffle winners this year. They were thrilled to learn their ticket had
been picked winning the beautiful hand hooked rug made by our church
member Ann Herrick. Ticket sales and donations totaled $1,261, all of which
go to the Church’s Preservation Fund. Our thanks to Ann for yet another
beautiful rug and her thoughtful and generous donation.

Thank you to Carlos and Kristin Castellanos for hosting a very special
coffee hour at their home on December 1st where we celebrated Pastor
Ken Clarke on his tenth anniversary as minister of the Old First Church.
Our thanks to all who participated in making Ken’s surprise party such a
wonderful and festive occasion!
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FROM THE MINISTER
Part of me wants to launch into a meditation on the fast
approaching Advent and Christmas season and the busy
schedule highlighted by our December 15th Candlelight
Service of Lessons and Carols and our December 24th
Christmas Eve candlelight service--each highlighted by voice,
word, music and the shining beauty of this season where light
breaks through the darkness.
All this is correct but of course, fresh from the
Thanksgiving table, I want to both give you my thanks and
share with all of you how much I feel God has given me in this
ministry with you. I was overwhelmed by the recognition and
reception with which you honored my 10 years of ministry
here this last Sunday. How good is was to see a house
glittering with happy faces and warmed with the love of those
who sense they are on a shared journey. Through good seasons
and times of loss or struggle you have been there for each other
and have enabled me to minister in this very special place-you have shown me by example the interplay of love, service,
forgiveness, hope and joy and how such things make for deep
connections and strengthen our community.
I think it a special blessing for myself in that through many
years of ministry I count this church and its people--now living
or gone, close by or now far off--as unique for me. Let me add
that I feel this way not because it is easy for us to keep a church
active and engaged (as you all know) but because this place
offers a level of engagement, connection and purpose that asks
me to shape my ministry anew each day. I think it does the
same for many of us. In this way work becomes a joy and with
such joy I thank you for all you have done. Most of all, I give
thanks to God for this place and this work. May God’s spirit
be alive in this place in every season and for years to come! I
look forward to the work we have yet to do together.
Light does break through darkness; that is the message of
this season. The early snow suggests beauty to come but the
cold and fierce winds tell us life balances out all things. With
this knowledge, let us raise the light of love and God’s grace
this season sharing with each other the gifts of the spirit and
the simple truth of Christ’s birth for a watching world.
With grateful thanks to all and best wishes in this coming
season….
- The Rev. Ken Clarke

Christmas at Old First
The first Sunday in Advent on December 1 is Communion
Sunday. The 1st Advent candle lit by Darlene and Jeff
Munson and the drawing for our rug raffle will also take
place on this day. All are invited after worship to the home
of Carlos and Kristin Castellanos for a special coffee hour.
December 8, the second Sunday in Advent is a special day
at Old First with our annual Hanging of the Greens and
the lighting of the 2nd Advent candle by Joyce Goeke and
Bill Wood. We begin at 9:30 a.m. with breakfast served in
the narthex, followed by “decking the halls”. It’s ok to
dress down for worship that day because we will be
working with greens. Our thanks to Peter and Monique
Geannelis for donating the wreaths and trees again this
year, to Dave and Marsha Pilachowski for donating the
new bows and to all who provided food for breakfast.
December 15, the third Sunday in Advent: The 3rd Advent
candle will be lit by Amber and Noah Langford. Following
the service the deacons will set up the globes and candles
in preparation for the evening Candlelight Service and the
lay readers will have an opportunity to practice their
readings from the upper pulpit. The Candlelight Service of
Lessons and Carols begins at 7 PM. The Bennington
Children’s Chorus, directed by Kerry Ryer-Parke will be
featured along with our organist Gene Marie Callahan and
Matthew Edwards, the Children’s Chorus Pianist. Bring a
friend along and be a part of this wonderful tradition at Old
First! This service is a gift we make to the wider
community and it’s a real treat to have so many visitors. A
wheelchair ramp will be available.
December 22, the fourth Sunday in Advent. Come join us
for morning worship. The 4th Advent candle will be lit by
Dave and Laurel Varker.
Our much anticipated family Christmas Eve service takes
place on Tuesday, Dec. 24 at 5 PM. This family service
will be filled with a meaningful Christmas message,
familiar carols and readings. The service concludes with
the congregation singing "Silent Night" with lighted
candles in front of the church. A wheelchair ramp will be
available.
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Thank you to all who made a financial commitment to
the church for the 2020 fiscal year. We can happily
report that pledges are up slightly from last year. Some
in the congregation have not yet pledged and we hope
you might consider doing so. Everything counts,
amounts large or small. Despite this good news, we are
still cannot meet our budget without excessive spending
of reserve funds. This is an unsustainable path, but with
the continued increase in pledging and commitment we
hope we can change that. Your pledge makes that
difference! In the year ahead we will continue to be
present in the community and in the unfolding of the
spirit in all things. We cannot do so without generous
gifts of time and effort and financial support.

In anticipation for the Church’s Annual Meeting in February
our nominating committee (Larry Ross, chair, Marsha
Pilachowski, deacon rep. and Sue Katz, trustee rep.) invite all
members of Old First Church to consider serving on one or
more boards/advocacy positions. You can find details about
each of these positions in your church by-laws or a condensed
version insert the in the Sunday bulletin. Please note that not
all positions are currently vacant, however if you would like
to be considered for any of these positions please sign up on
a Sunday morning insert and indicate your preference.

A Year-End Reminder Regarding
Pledge payments…
In an effort to follow the tax laws as closely as we can,
please understand that we must have your 2019
contributions IN THE OFFICE by December 31. Any
donations that are received after December 31, regardless
of the date that you’ve written on the check, must be
counted as contributions made in 2020. While it might be
tempting to put a pre-dated check into the collection plate
on that day and ask that it be counted in 2019, we really
cannot make those exceptions. However, if sent through
the mail, any envelope with a postmark of December 31,
2019, or earlier, despite its date of delivery to the office,
can count as “received by” the end of the year.
Contact the church office if you would like to know
where you stand on your pledge balance.

WOMEN’S BOOK CLUB
The Women’s Book group will not be meeting in
December. The next meeting will be on Thursday,
January 16, 6:30 PM at the home of Sue Katz to discuss
the book Maisie Dobbs by Jacqueline Winspear. If you
would like more information about the Women’s Book
Group, feel free to attend the next meeting or speak with
Wendy Schmitt.

MEMORIAL POINSETTIAS
If you are interested in donating a
poinsettia in memory of a loved one this holiday season,
please provide the name of that person(s) along with your
name to the church office (or fill out a BLOG found in
the worship bulletin and place on the offering plate).
Donations in any amount toward the cost of the
poinsettias would be greatly appreciated.

Give the Gift of Warmth…

Mitten Tree
We invite the
congregation (as well as the
entire community) to donate new
mittens, hats, scarves, socks and blankets
to our “Mitten Tree” located in the Narthex
of the church. Please note, we cannot accept electric blankets
and used blankets must be clean. Donations will be
delivered prior to
Christmas to various
agencies which serve
people in need

HILDENE HOLIDAYS
BIBLE STUDY SCHEDULE
It was decided to continue classes through the winter
months, with breaks for the weeks of Thanksgiving,
Christmas, and New Year’s. Classes will be held an hour
earlier, at 3:00 pm. The schedule will be listed on the
monthly calendars and printed in the weekly email and
Looking Ahead
bulletins.

Robert and Mary Lincoln’s home is decorated for
Christmas throughout the month of December as they
might have done when they stayed at Hildene through the
holidays in 1912. Musicians will play the Lincolns' 1908
Aeolian organ and Steinway piano. Our organist will be
playing on December 7, 8 and 22 between the hours of 2-4
PM. If you have family visiting or are looking for
something interesting to do on your own, consider a visit to
this historic mansion and say hi to Gene Marie!
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Sunday

Monday
1

Tuesday

Wednesday

2

3

4

Thursday

Friday
5

Saturday
6

7

Bible Study
3 PM at the Barn

Communion Sunday

DKG Victorian Tea,
2:30 – 5:30 Barn

11:00 AM worship
The Rev. Ken Clarke
Minister

Old Bennington
Trustee mtg.
7 PM, Barn

8

9

Trustee Meeting
5 PM at the Barn

16

11:00 AM worship
The Rev. Ken Clarke
Minister

11

23

18

Knights of
Columbus event
6-9 PM Barn

12

AAUW Barn use
2-4 PM

13

14

25

Simon/Wagner
wedding 2 PM
@ the church
The Rev. Ken Clarke
officiating

Old Benn. Planning
Committee mtg.
7 PM, Barn

19

Hope for Parents
Al-Anon meeting
6:30 -7:30 PM
in the Parlor

24

20

MPCC Social Hall
use 11:30-4:30 PM

26

21

Choir practice at
the church 10 AM

27

28

Jones family Barn
use afternoon
Hope for Parents
Al-Anon meeting
6:30 -7:30 PM
in the Parlor

Christmas Eve
Service
5:00 PM
30

Hope for Parents
Al-Anon meeting
6:30 -7:30 PM
in the Parlor

17

Bible Study
3 PM at the Barn

11:00 AM worship
The Rev. Ken Clarke
Minister

29

10

Deacon’s Meeting
4 PM at the Barn

11:00 AM worship
The Rev. Ken Clarke
Minister

22

Hope for Parents
Al-Anon meeting
6:30 -7:30 PM
in the Parlor

Gauthier family
Barn use, mid-day

Hanging of the
Greens Sunday

15
Candlelight
Service of
Lessons & Carols
7:00 PM

MPCC Social Hall
use 3 -4:30 PM

Christmas

SVMC Pediatrics
Barn use , evening

31

11:00 AM worship
The Rev. Ken Clarke
Minister

DEACONS ON CALL:

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS:

Jeannette Lesser & Marsha Pilachowski

BIRTHDAYS THIS MONTH:

12/1: at the home of Carlos & Kristin Castellanos
12/8: Hanging of the Greens breakfast
12/15:
12/22:
12/29:

12/9: Mark Donavan
12/10: Don Goodrich
12/22: Fischer Gauthier
12/31: Gail Gras Morin

USHERS:
12/1: Jeannette Lesser, Marsha Pilachowski
& Amy Tronsen
12/8: Wendy & Tom Schmitt
12/15: Lou & Marie Guariniello
12/22: Marsha & Dave Pilachowski
12/29: Bill Hartz & Susan Katz

READERS:
12/1: Dave Pilachowski
12/8: Marsha Pilachowski
12/15: Bill Gordon
12/22: Jim Dilley
12/29: Claudia Dalton

FLOWERS:
12/1:
12/8:
12/15: Poinsettias
12/22: Poinsettias
12/29: Poinsettias

