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FROM THE MINISTER
January is that winter month where we see where
we have been and imagine what lies ahead. The new
year begins and our view likewise is tinged with
optimism and sadness. We choose to begin on a
hopeful note, our faith fresh from Christmas is exactly
that--not only things made new and bright with promise
but things put in the eternal perspective of God’s love
and the spirit’s direction.
Sadness enters in with the news of the death of our
former organist, Charles Olegar. In the few years he
was with us he shared enthusiasm, beauty, knowledge
and skill in every worship service. We remember him
and his family at this time. A service of celebration and
remembrance will be held in the spring. Also sad is the
news that our current organist, Gene Marie Callahan,
when presented with an unsought for opportunity chose
to take it. Not always a bad thing, in fact something we
might encourage were it not for the fact that it means
her loss to us on Sunday mornings. We wish her well
and bid a fond farewell with all good wishes for her in
the days ahead.
Those good wishes extend to the church as well.
Both Christmas services, first with the Bennington
Children’s Choir and second on Christmas eve, had a
deep and good feeling in addition to being well
attended. Perhaps the church is like an tree...most of it
hidden in roots out of sight...then a holiday comes and
we see together those we love and those we love and
miss and those whom we have not yet fully known to
us drawn together under the arc of God’s promise.
Those hidden roots are a sure connection and promise
of good and nurture in the days to come. We’ve
enjoyed common projects, great hospitality and good
cheer and looked back to nod in gratitude or cherish a
memory.

So our year begins with looks forward and
backward and more so in work to be done. The
nurture of families and children, work for the good of
a wider world, and the tending of our own spiritual
home...this place we share. As I mention the tending
of a spiritual home, here in Bennington we often
think of a place. In truth we can remind ourselves
that all begins inside not a building but one’s self.
Put that first on your list. Tend that spirit within,
heed that voice, strengthen that love, greet some new
thing in your heart or say goodbye to some fear or
former habit of doing things. The year is fresh and
we have nothing to fear with the love of God this day.
- The Rev. Ken Clarke

ANNUAL MEETING
The Church’s Annual Meeting is scheduled for
Sunday, February 9 following worship.
If you are a Chair or Advocate on the Church Council,
please prepare a 2019 year-end report and email, mail
or drop it off at the church office by January 20.

17TH ANNUAL LENTEN DEVOTIONAL
BOOKLET
Submissions for our Meditations for Lent
booklet, by and for members and friends of Old
First Church, are being accepted. Lent begins on
Ash Wednesday, February 26. The deadline for
submissions is February 14th. Email is the best
way to get it to the church office. The devotionals
are printed on a half-sheet of 8 ½ x 11” paper so
please keep your selections brief.
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WOMEN’S BOOK GROUP
The Women’s Book Group will meet next on Thursday,
January 23, 6:30 PM at Susan Katz’s house (hosted by
Suzi Youatt) to discuss the book Maisie Dobbs by
Jacqueline Winspear.
Newcomers are always welcome. For more information or a
listing of all the books being read this year contact Wendy
Schmitt or the church office.
February’s book is: The Rosie Project by Graeme Simsion.

BIBLE STUDY SCHEDULE
Bible Study resumes its normal schedule of meeting on
Tuesday afternoons at 3:00 PM, with the exception of
the second Tuesday of the month when the Deacon and
Trustee meetings are held.

SCOTT BARTON’S NEW BOOK

Our former minister, the Rev. Scott Baron has a new book,
Lectionary Poems, Year A: Surprising Grace for Pulpit
and Pew, is now out! The neat thing is that now you can
have all of the poems for YEAR A together in one place,
along with a complete index of all scriptural references
(including those simply referred to in a poem even though
they're not in that week's texts) and an index of poem titles.

Christmas at the Old First Church
“Hanging of the Greens Day” took place on
December 8th, the second Sunday of Advent. This
annual event literally transforms the sanctuary in a
matter of minutes to a picture perfect Christmas
scene. All who participated were treated to a
delicious breakfast provided by the church Deacons.
Thank you to all who worked tirelessly to set up for
this event and to those who provided food and drink
for everyone. Special thanks to Peter and Monique
Geannelis for donating the wreaths and trees this
year, to Dave and Marsha Pilachowski for providing
new bows for the wreaths and to all who donated
memorial poinsettias.
Our annual Candlelight Service of Lessons and
Carols took place on December 15th and people came
from far and wide to enjoy it. Thank you to all who
participated in this special service. After expenses,
the offering netted $917 to the Food and Fuel Fund
administered by the Greater Bennington Interfaith
Community Services, Inc. (GBICS).

On Christmas Eve, we were treated to a very special
evening of music, readings and prayers. The weather
was perfect allowing us to sing “Silent Night” out in
front of the church by candlelight. It truly was a special
evening!

The book is available at Amazon:
https://www.amazon.com/Lectionary-Poems-Year-SurprisingPulpit/dp/1725253062/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=lectionary+poems&
qid=1577735845&sr=8-1

Wipf and Stock: https://wipfandstock.com/lectionary-poems-year-a.html

Books can be purchased directly from Scott at the reduced
cost of $10 plus $3.50 mailer and media-rate postage. Email him at scott.l.barton@gmail.com and let him know
how many you'd like and if you'd like any signed and
inscribed to someone.
If you're a pastor considering the book for an adult study,
say,Looking
a Lenten Ahead
group, contact Joe Delahanty:
joe@wipfandstock.com for a complimentary preview copy.

Thank you to all who donated items for the mitten
tree. Several blankets were donated as well as an
abundance of hats, mittens, scarves and gloves
which were placed on and around the tree. The
donations will be given to those in need in and
around our community through GBICS.
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
1

Friday

Saturday

2

3

Hope for Parents
Al-Anon meeting
6:30 -7:30 PM
in the Parlor

Barber family
Barn use
11 AM - 4 PM

New Year’s Day

5
Removal of the
Greens

6

7

9

10

11

Bible Study
3 PM at the Barn

Communion Sunday

Old Bennington
Trustee mtg.
7 PM, Barn

11:00 AM worship
The Rev. Ken Clarke
Minister

12

13

11:00 AM worship
The Rev. Ken Clarke
Minister

Trustee Mtg.
5 PM at the Barn

19

20

21

Annual Reports
are due today

Bible Study
3 PM at the Barn

Martin Luther

Council Mtg.
5 PM at the
Barn

King Jr. Day

26

27

11:00 AM worship
The Rev. Ken Clarke
Minister

Hope for Parents
Al-Anon meeting
6:30 -7:30 PM
in the Parlor

14
Deacon’s Mtg.
4 PM at the Barn

11:00 AM worship
The Rev. Ken Clarke
Minister

8

4

15

16

Hope for Parents
Al-Anon meeting
6:30 -7:30 PM
in the Parlor

22

Hope for Parents
Al-Anon meeting
6:30 -7:30 PM
in the Parlor

28

Bible Study
3 PM at the Barn

Poppe family
Barn use, evening

29

Gulley family
Barn use
3-10 PM

23

30

Hope for Parents
Al-Anon meeting
6:30 -7:30 PM
in the Parlor

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS:

Sandy Bechtel and Pat Ross

1/5: Bill Hartz, Susan Katz, Darlene and Jeff Munson
1/12:
1/19: Claudia Dalton and Betsy Ehrenfreund
1/26:

1/5: Sandy Bechtel and Pat Ross
1/12: Amy and Bill Tronsen
1/19: Larry and Pat Ross
1/26: Marshall and Connie Barrett with their
granddaughters Saige and Skyla

READERS:
1/5: Marsha Pilachowski
1/12: Bill Wood
1/19: David Varker
1/26: Claudia Dalton

FLOWERS:
1/5: Poinsettias
1/12:
1/19:
1/26:

24

Women’s Book
Group meeting
6:30 PM
at the home of
Susan Katz (Suzi
Youatt hosting)

DEACONS ON CALL:
USHERS:

17

31

MPCC Social Hall
use 11:30-4:30 PM

18

Belville family
Barn use , mid-day

25

