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PRELUDE                       Minuetto II from Sonata I  
- Anne Louise Boyvin d'Hardencourt Brillon de Jouy 

 
OPENING WORDS (responsive) 
    The Lord is gracious and full of compassion. 
        The Lord is good to all. 
     O Lord, open thou our lips. 
         And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
 
HYMN                 God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand              262          

     (LYRICS REPRINTED AT THE END OF THE ORDER OF SERVICE) 
The author of the text was vicar of St. Paul’s Church, Concord, New Hampshire.  He wrote it for a 
Fourth of July, 1876 Centennial celebration in Brandon, Vermont to the tune called “Russian 
Hymn.”  But soon after that (for the Constitution’s centennial) it was set to the present tune written 
for it by George Warren, an acclaimed organist in Albany and New York City, at whose funeral no 
music was played to indicate there was no longer anyone to lead the music at his church. 

 
OPENING PRAYER (unison) 

God of all creation, our chief end 
is to glorify you, 
and enjoy you forever. 
Our deep delight is in your presence, 
our fondest thoughts are of you, 
our strongest longing is for your house. 
In this hour of worship, 
help us to become who we are meant to be-- 
a community that breathes thankfulness, 
voicing your praise in all we do.  In Jesus' name we pray, Amen. 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON AND GLORIA PATRI (579) 
 
FIRST LESSON                        Isaiah 56:1, 6-8      p. 599 

HYMN                                             Psalm 67                                   202   
              (LYRICS REPRINTED AT THE END OF THE ORDER OF SERVICE) 

This psalm of thanksgiving is probably postexilic. The exact setting of its origin is debated. One 
possible explanation is the Feast of Tabernacles, which like the psalm looks to both past and future 
blessings from God.  

 
SECOND LESSON                Matthew 15:10-20; 21-28                p. 797 
 
SERMON                             Lord, Help Me          
 
HYMN                                 Faith of Our Fathers   

   (LYRICS REPRINTED AT THE END OF THE ORDER OF SERVICE) 
Faith of our Fathers is an English Catholic hymn, written in 1849 by Frederick William Faber in 
memory of the Catholic martyrs from the time of the establishment of the Church of 
England by Henry VIII. Faber wrote two versions of the hymn: with seven stanzas for Ireland and 
with four for England. The Irish version was sung at hurling matches until the 1960s. In England and 
Ireland it is usually sung to the traditional tune Sawston; in the U.S. the tune St Catherine by Henri 
Hemy is more commonly used. 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE CHURCH (Visitors are kindly 
requested to fill out one of the visitor’s cards in the pew and put it in the offering plate.)  
 
OFFERING  
 

OFFERTORY                             Adagio                              - W. A. Mozart 
 
*DOXOLOGY (592) AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
CLOSING PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors)               p. 16 
 
HYMN                          O Beautiful for Spacious Skies                     564        

(LYRICS REPRINTED AT THE END OF THE ORDER OF SERVICE) 
Katherine Lee Bates, Wellesley College professor of literature, was inspired to write the text after an 
1893 visit to the World’s Columbian Exposition in Chicago, where she felt a patriotic feeling, and 
afterwards wrote, “We went on, my New England eyes delighting in the wind-waved gold of the vast 
wheat fields.” It was after seeing amber skies from Pikes Peak that she then wrote the hymn in 
Colorado Springs. Samuel Augustus Ward, a Newark, NJ music supply, piano and organ 
salesperson, wrote the tune in 1882. First used for the hymn, O Mother Dear, Jerusalem, his widow 
gave permission for it to be used with Bates’ text in 1912. 

 
BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE                           Rank and File March                          - Lichner        



          
 
 
Deacons on call this month are Sandy Bechtel and Laurel Varker. 
 

 
Worship and life at Old First is changing in response to the need to 
reduce activity as we work to get through the challenge of the 
COVID-19 presence in our life. Our prayers and thoughts go to 
everyone immediately affected and thanks go to all people who work 
to provide care and supply our needs in this time. An audio version 
of our weekly worship services can be found on the church’s website 
by clicking on the “Worship” tab and selecting “Worship Here and 
Now”. Or simply paste the following into your computer’s browser 
at the top of the page:   
http://oldfirstchurchbenn.org/worship/worship-here-and-now/ 
If this link appears in blue on the device you are using to read this, 
you can also just “click on the link” and you will be there! The 
church office has been temporarily moved to the home of our office 
administrator. Please use email, phone or U.S. Mail for 
correspondence. 
 
If you are interested in discussing matters of faith and want to 
inquire about Christian membership in the church, please contact 
Rev. Clarke. We welcome the chance to have you join us in our 
historic, but active-in-the-world, community of faith! 
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God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand 
      

God of the ages, whose almighty hand  
leads forth in beauty all the starry band  
of shining worlds in splendor through the skies,  
our grateful songs before Thy throne arise.  
 
Thy love divine hath led us in the past;  
in this free land with Thee our lot is cast;  
be Thou our ruler, guardian, guide, and stay; 
Thy word our law, Thy paths our chosen way.  
 
From war's alarms, from deadly pestilence,  
be Thy strong arm our ever sure defense;  
Thy true religion in our hearts increase;  
Thy bounteous goodness nourish us in peace.  
 
Refresh Thy people on their toilsome way, 
lead us from night to never-ending day;  
fill all our lives with love and grace divine,  
and glory, laud, and praise be ever Thine. 

 

                                             Psalm 67 

May God be gracious to us and bless us 
and make His face to shine upon us, 
that Your way may be known on earth, 
Your saving power among all nations. 
 
     Refrain 

Let the peoples praise You, O God; 
let all the peoples praise You! 

 
4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
for You judge the peoples with equity 
and guide the nations upon earth. 
 
     Refrain 
 
The earth has yielded its increase; 
God, our God, shall bless us. 
May God continue to bless us; 
Let all the ends of the earth revere Him! 
 
     Refrain 

Faith of Our Fathers 
 

1). Faith of our fathers, living still, 
In spite of dungeon, fire and sword, 
O how our hearts beat high with joy, 
Whene’er we hear that glorious word! 
Faith of our fathers, holy faith, 
We will be true to thee till death. 

 

3). Faith of our fathers, faith and prayer 
Have kept our country brave and free, 
And through the truth that comes from God, 
Her children have true liberty, 
Faith of our fathers, holy faith, 
We will be true to thee till death. 

 
2). Our fathers, chained in prisons dark, 
Were still in heart and conscience free; 
And blest would be their children’s fate 
If they, like them, should die for thee: 
Faith of our fathers, holy faith, 
We will be true to thee till death. 

 

4). Faith of our fathers, we will love 
Both friend and foe in all our strife, 
And preach thee, too, as love knows how 
By kindly words and virtuous life. 
Faith of our fathers, holy faith, 
We will be true to thee till death. 

 
 

 

 
 
 

O Beautiful for Spacious Skies 
 

1). O beautiful for spacious skies, 
For amber waves of grain, 
For purple mountain majesties 
Above the fruited plain! 
America! America! 
God shed his grace on thee, 
And crown thy good with brotherhood 
From sea to shining sea! 

3). O beautiful for heroes proved 
In liberating strife, 
Who more than self their country loved, 
And mercy more than life! 
America! America! 
May God thy gold refine 
Till all success be nobleness 
And every gain divine! 

 

2). O beautiful for pilgrim feet, 
Whose stern, impassioned stress 
A thoroughfare of freedom beat 
Across the wilderness! 
America! America! 
God mend thine every flaw, 
Confirm thy soul in self-control, 
Thy liberty in law! 

4). O beautiful for patriot dream 
That sees beyond the years 
Thine alabaster cities gleam, 
Undimmed by human tears! 
America! America! 
God shed His grace on thee 
And crown thy good with brotherhood 
From sea to shining sea! 

 

 
 
 



 
Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 

Thus says the LORD: Maintain justice, and do what is right, for soon 
my salvation will come, and my deliverance be revealed. And the 
foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, to minister to him, to 
love the name of the LORD, and to be his servants, all who keep the 
sabbath, and do not profane it, and hold fast my covenant— these I 
will bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house 
of prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted 
on my altar; for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all 
peoples. Thus says the Lord GOD, who gathers the outcasts of 
Israel, I will gather others to them besides those already gathered. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Matthew 15:10-20; 21-28 

Then he called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and 
understand: it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, 
but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” Then the 
disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that the 
Pharisees took offense when they heard what you said?” He 
answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted 
will be uprooted. Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. 
And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a 
pit.” But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” Then he 
said, “Are you also still without understanding? Do you not see that 
whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach, and goes out into 
the sewer? But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the 
heart, and this is what defiles. For out of the heart come evil 
intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, 
slander. These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed 
hands does not defile.” 

Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and 
Sidon. Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and 
started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my 
daughter is tormented by a demon.” But he did not answer her at all. 
And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for 
she keeps shouting after us.” He answered, “I was sent only to the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel.” But she came and knelt before 
him, saying, “Lord, help me.” He answered, “It is not fair to take 
the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” She said, “Yes, Lord, 
yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ 
table.” Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it 
be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed 
instantly. 

 


