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ACT OF BAPTISM

I am Jesus' Little Lamb

- Brenda Portman

OPENING WORDS (responsive)
The Lord is gracious and full of compassion.
The Lord is good to all.
O Lord, open thou our lips.
And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.

*HYMN

For the Beauty of the Earth
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(verses 1-4)
The text’s author was briefly a headmaster and literature teacher at a college in England, but an inheritance
allowed him to spend the rest of his life traveling and writing. This text was originally written as a communion
hymn to infuse a note of joy into the then otherwise solemn service. The tune’s original author was choirmaster
and organist at Stuttgart, and modified to be the setting of William Dix’s “As With Gladness Men of Old.”

God of all creation, our chief end
is to glorify you,
and enjoy you forever.
Our deep delight is in your presence,
our fondest thoughts are of you,
our strongest longing is for your house.
In this hour of worship,
help us to become who we are meant to be-a community that breathes thankfulness,
voicing your praise in all we do.
In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.

Dahlia Beatrice Pecor

Ephesians 1:3-14

p. 949

SERMON

A Plan for the Fullness of Time

*HYMN

The God of Heaven
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The paraphrase of Psalm 29 was written by Michael A. Perry in 1973. Initially studying mathematics
and physics at Dulwich College, Perry (1942-1996) was headed for a career in the sciences. However,
after one year of study in physics, he transferred to Oak Hill College to study theology. It was during
his student days at Oak Hill in 1964 that he wrote his best-known hymn, the Calypso Carol, the first
line of which is "See him lying on a bed of straw". He wrote this for a college concert, and it only
became famous by accident when Cliff Richard substituted it for a missing recording in a radio show.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE CHURCH (Visitors are kindly
requested to fill out one of the visitor’s cards in the pew and put it in the offering plate.)

Our Parent, By Whose Name

- Daniel Benton

*DOXOLOGY (592) AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION
CLOSING PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors)
*HYMN

Come Down, O Love Divine

p. 16
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Bianco da Siena wrote the words in the 15th century. He lived in Venice and was a member of an
unordained order that followed the rule of St. Augustine. The translation was made by Richard
Littledale, an Irish priest, for his 1867 People’s Hymnal. Ralph Vaughan Williams wrote the tune for
this text for the 1906 The English Hymnal, which he edited. Vaughan Williams was the most
important English composer of his generation.

BENEDICTION

ASSURANCE OF PARDON AND *GLORIA PATRI (579)
Amos 7:7-15

SECOND LESSON

OFFERING
OFFERTORY

OPENING PRAYER (unison)

FIRST LESSON
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PRELUDE

Dearest Jesus, We Are Here

Benjamin Schmolck wrote the text for this hymn in 1702. Schmolck was considered a splendid
preacher, poet and hymn writer and was the best-loved hymn writer of his day and wrote nine hundred
hymns. He was crowned poet laureate in 1697. The English translation of this hymn is by Catherine
Winkworth (1827-1878) who was perhaps the foremost translator of German hymns. The present text
has been considerably altered through the years.

p. 748

POSTLUDE

Rondo Giocoso

- Douglas E. Wagner
* Stand if able

-

A NNOUNCEMENTS –

Deacons on call this month are Marsha Pilachowski and Laurel Varker. Ushers
and greeters for today’s service are Bill and Carol Gordon.
Thank you to Joyce Goeke for providing flowers for worship today. If you
would like to provide flowers or host coffee hour some Sunday please sign up
on the BLOG.

UPCOMING MEETINGS: (All meetings are open to members of the church)
7/12: Deacon’s meeting, 4:00 PM, church parlor and remotely
7/12: Trustee’s meeting, 5:30 PM, church parlor and remotely
7/20: Council meeting, 5:00 PM, church parlor and remotely
PICNICKING ON THE GREEN: Informal picnicking on the Green is an option
for those who wish after church today. Participant should bring their own lunch,
drink and chair to sit on.
If you are interested in discussing matters of faith and want to inquire about
Christian membership in the church, please contact Rev. Clarke. We welcome
the chance to have you join us in our historic, but active-in-the-world,
community of faith!
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For the Beauty of the Earth
For the beauty of the earth,
For the glory of the skies,
For the love which from our birth
Over and around us lies.
Refrain: Lord of all to Thee we raise
This our hymn of grateful praise.
For the wonder of each hour,
Of the day and of the night,
Hill and vale, and tree and flower,
Sun and moon, and stars of light. (Refrain)
For the joy of ear and eye,
For the heart and mind’s delight,
For the mystic harmony
Linking sense to sound and sight, (Refrain)
For the joy of human love,
Brother, sister, parent, child,
Friends on earth and friends above,
For all gentle thoughts and mild. (Refrain)

Dearest Jesus, We Are Here
1). Dearest Jesus, we are here,
Gladly Your command obeying.
With this child we now draw near
In response to Your own saying
That to You it shall be given
As a child and heir of heaven.

3). This is why we come to You,
In our arms this infant bearing;
Lord, to us Your glory show;
Let this child, Your mercy sharing,
In Your arms be shielded ever,
Yours on earth and Yours forever.

2). Your command is clear and plain,
And we would obey it duly:
"You must all be born again,
Heart and life renewing truly,
Born of water and the Spirit,
And My kingdom thus inherit."

4). Gracious Lord, Your member own;
Shepherd, take Your lamb and feed it;
Prince of Peace, make here Your throne;
Way of Life, to heaven lead it;
Precious vine, let nothing sever
From Your side this branch forever.

SECOND LESSON
EPHESIANS 1:3-14

FIRST LESSON
Amos 7:7-15
This is what he showed me: the Lord was standing beside a wall built with a
plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand. And the LORD said to me, “Amos,
what do you see?” And I said, “A plumb line.” Then the Lord said, “See, I am
setting a plumb line in the midst of my people Israel; I will never again pass
them by; the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate, and the sanctuaries
of Israel shall be laid waste, and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with
the sword.”
Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, saying,
“Amos has conspired against you in the very center of the house of Israel; the
land is not able to bear all his words. For thus Amos has said, ‘Jeroboam shall
die by the sword, and Israel must go into exile away from his land.’” And
Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, earn your
bread there, and prophesy there; but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is
the king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom.” Then Amos answered
Amaziah, “I am no prophet, nor a prophet’s son; but I am a herdsman, and a
dresser of sycamore trees, and the LORD took me from following the flock,
and the LORD said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us
in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he
chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and
blameless before him in love. He destined us for adoption as his children
through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise
of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. In him
we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses,
according to the riches of his grace that he lavished on us. With all wisdom
and insight he has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to
his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, as a plan for the fullness of
time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. In
Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according
to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel
and will, so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live
for the praise of his glory. In him you also, when you had heard the word of
truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked
with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; this is the pledge of our
inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his
glory.

The God of Heaven
The God of heaven thunders,
Whose voice in cadent echoes
Resounds above the waters,
And all the world sings,
Glory, glory, glory!
The desert writhes in tempest,
Wind whips the trees to fury,
The lightning splits the forest
And flame diffuses
Glory, glory, glory!
The mighty God eternal
Is to the throne ascended,
And we who are God’s people,
Within these walls cry,
Glory, glory, glory!

Come Down, O Love Divine
Come down, O Love divine, Seek out this soul of mine
And visit it with Your own ardor glowing;
O Comforter, draw near, within my heart appear,
And kindle it, Your holy flame bestowing.
O let it freely burn, till earthly passions turn
To dust and ashes in its heat consuming;
And let Your glorious light shine ever on my sight,
And clothe me round, the while my path illuming.
And so the yearning strong with which the soul will long
Shall far out-pass the power of human telling;
For none can guess God’s grace, till love creates a place
Where in the Holy Spirit makes a dwelling.

