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PRELUDE                                 Andantino                      - Franz Joseph Haydn        
 

OPENING WORDS (responsive) 
   O Lord, in your light we see light. 
       By your love our world is made new. 
   Let us sing with thanks and praise to God. 
       Your faithfulness extends to all creation. 
 

*HYMN                           Morning Has Broken                                   469 
Eleanor Farjeon, the author of nursery rhymes and singing games, wrote the text for this 
tune. It was first published in 1931. A more recent popular recording by Cat Stevens made 
the song popular in this country. Bunessan is a Gaelic melody first published in 1888. The 
present arrangement was made for the Christian Reformed Church hymnal in 1985.     
        
OPENING PRAYER (unison) 
 

O Lord our God, 
you know us better than we know ourselves. 
As we come before you now, 
believers and doubters alike, 
we all share a deep need, 
for we are all lost without your grace. 
Search us, O God, and know our hearts, 
test us and know our troubled thoughts. 
Give us true repentance. 
Forgive us all our wrongs. 
Transform us by your Spirit to live for you each day, 
to learn to serve each other 
and, through your grace 
to come at last to heaven.   
This we pray in Jesus' name, Amen. 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON AND *GLORIA PATRI (579) 

FIRST LESSON                            Luke 4:14-21      p. 835  
 
*HYMN                                   As Morning Dawns                               161 
The text is a new paraphrase of Psalm 5 by Fred R. Anderson. It was first published in Singing 
Psalms of Joy and Praise (1986). 

 
SECOND LESSON                 Nehemiah 8:1-3; 5-6; 8-10                    p. 379 
 
SERMON                            With Interpretat ion     
 
*HYMN                            Stand Up and Bless the Lord                     491 
James Montgomery, who was the century’s most famous non-clergy hymn writer, wrote the text in 
1824. He established hymn studies in England through an essay on Watts, Wesley and other 
hymnists of the day. He was the son of Moravian missionaries and a printer by trade. Six of his 
hymns are in our hymnal, e.g., Angels from the Realms of Glory and Go to Dark Gethsemane. 
Charles Lockhart composed the tune, which was eventually named after Carlisle Chapel, now Holy 
Trinity Church, London.             
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE CHURCH (Visitors are kindly 
requested to fill out one of the visitor’s cards in the pew and put it in the offering plate.)  
 
OFFERING  
OFFERTORY                 The Spacious Firmament      - Franz Joseph Haydn     
     
*DOXOLOGY (592) AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
CLOSING PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors)               p. 16 
 
*HYMN                                  Live into Hope                                        332 
The text was written for the United Presbyterian Women’s national meeting in 1976 and is based on 
Luke 4:16-20. It was Huber’s first hymn. Huber writes new words to familiar tunes and has worked 
with Presbyterian Women and the Social Justice and Peacemaking Ministry Unit of the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.). The tune was first published as a setting in 1789 of an Isaac Watts text; but it is 
now probably best known as “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates.” 

 
BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE                                Psalm XIX                   - Benedetto Marcello        

 
* Stand if able 



 
 

 
We welcome all visitors and hope you will return! Please fill 

out a visitor’s card found in the pew and be sure to identify 
yourself so we can present you with a gift bag. 

 
 
 
Deacons on call this month are Pat Guerrero and Laurel Varker. Ushers and 
greeters for today’s service are Joyce Goeke and Marsha Pilachowski. 
 
Please join us after worship today for coffee hour in the Narthex provided by 
Marsha Pilachowski and Jane Radocchia. 
 
ANNUAL MEETING WARNING: The Church Council has set the Annual 
Meeting date for Sunday, February 6 to be held in the church sanctuary 
following worship and a brief (but “beefed up”) coffee hour. It will be a time to 
receive reports from advocates and boards as well as a report from the nominating 
committee electing people to various responsibilities within the life of the church. 
All members of the church are encouraged to attend this important meeting. 
 

Annual Reports will be available next Sunday (Jan. 30) for church 
members to take home for review. 

 
 
UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS: (All meetings are open to members of the church)  
Choir practice, Sunday mornings, 9:30 AM in the choir loft 
2/25: Council Meeting, 5:00 PM in the church Parlor and Remote  
2/6: Annual Meeting, following worship in the church sanctuary 
 
If you are interested in discussing matters of faith and want to inquire about Christian 
membership in the church, please contact Rev. Clarke. We welcome the chance to 
have you join us in our historic, but active-in-the-world, community of faith!  
 
 
                       
 
 
 
 

FF II RR SS TT   CC OO NN GG RR EE GG AA TT II OO NN AA LL   CC HH UU RR CC HH   
( O L D  F I R S T  C H U R C H )  

1 Monument Circle   ●   Old Bennington, Vermont 05201   ●   (802) 447-1223 
office@oldfirst.comcastbiz.net   ●   www.oldfirstchurchbenn.org 

 
 
 
 
   
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Gathered 1762  

 



 
 

Morning Has Broken 
 

Morning has broken like the first morning, 
Blackbird has spoken like the first bird. 
Praise for the singing!  Praise for the morning! 
Praise for them, springing fresh from the Word! 
 
Sweet the rain's new fall sunlit from heaven, 
Like the first dew fall on the first grass. 
Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden, 
Sprung in completeness where God’s feet pass. 
 
Mine is the sunlight! Mine is the morning 
Born of the one light Eden saw play! 
Praise with elation, praise every morning, 
God’s recreation of the new day! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
FIRST LESSON                     Luke 4:14-21 
 

Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a 
report about him spread through all the surrounding country. He began to 
teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone. When he came to 
Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the 
sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the 
prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place 
where it was written: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has 
anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim 
release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed 
go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” And he rolled up the 
scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the 
synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, “Today this 
scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 

 

 
 

     As Morning Dawns 
 

1. As morning dawns, Lord, hear our cry. 
O sovereign God, now hear our sigh. 
As first light brings the sun’s warm rays, 
Accept our sacrifice of praise. 

 

3. Your steadfast love shall welcome all 
Who seek Your house an on You call. 
O lead us, Lord, in righteousness, 
As through this day Your name we bless. 

2. Before You, Lord, the wicked fall, 
And none shall dwell within Your hall. 
The proud shall never gain a place, 
Nor evil live to see Your face. 

 

4. Let all who seek You then rejoice, 
And sing to You with joyful voice. 
For You shall bless the righteous, Lord. 
Forever be Your name adored. 

 

 
SECOND LESSON                        Nehemiah 8:1-3; 5-6; 8-10 
 

all the people gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They 
told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which 
the LORD had given to Israel. Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law 
before the assembly, both men and women and all who could hear with 
understanding. This was on the first day of the seventh month. He read from 
it facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, 
in the presence of the men and the women and those who could understand; 
and the ears of all the people were attentive to the book of the law. And 
Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing 
above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. Then 
Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, 
Amen,” lifting up their hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped 
the LORD with their faces to the ground. So they read from the book, from 
the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the people 
understood the reading. 
 
And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and 
the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to 
the LORD your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept when 
they heard the words of the law. Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat 
the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to those for whom 
nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our LORD; and do not be grieved, 
for the joy of the LORD is your strength.” 



 
Stand Up and Bless the Lord        

              
Stand up and bless the Lord, 
ye people of God’s choice; 
stand up and bless the Lord your God 
with heart and soul and voice. 
 
Though high above all praise, 
above all blessing high, 
who would not fear God’s holy name, 
and laud and magnify? 
 
O for the living flame 
from God’s own altar brought, 
to touch our lips, our minds inspire, 
and wing to heaven our thought! 
 
 
God is our strength and song, 
now is salvation ours; 
then be God’s love in Christ proclaimed 
with all our ransomed powers. 
 
Stand up and bless the Lord; 
the Lord your God adore; 
stand up and bless God’s glorious name, 
henceforth for evermore. 

 
 
                   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Live Into Hope 

 
Live into hope of captives freed, 
Of sight regained, the end of greed. 
The oppressed shall be the first to see 
The year of God's own jubilee! 
 
Live into hope the blind shall see 
With insight and with clarity, 
Removing shades of pride and fear 
A vision of our God brought near. 
 
Live into hope of liberty, 
The right to speak, the right to be, 
The right to have one’s daily bread, 
To hear God’s word and thus be fed. 
 
Live into hope of captives freed 
From chains of fear or want or greed. 
God now proclaims our full release 
To faith and hope and joy and peace. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


