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PRELUDE                    Prelude on "Beautiful Savior"                - Flor Peeters  

 
OPENING WORDS (responsive) 
    Let us gather to praise and worship God. 
         May this time together be filled with peace. 
    O God, let your spirit be with us today. 
         We pray that your light may lead us in all things.  
 
*HYMN                       Love Divine, All Loves Excelling                  376 
This hymn was written by Charles Wesley and was first published in 1747. Wesley was the 18th 
child of Samuel and Susanna (“She Must Have Been a Saint”) Wesley. Charles was an Anglican 
priest, dedicated to the Methodist movement, and he wrote between 6,000 and 6,500 hymns. 
Rowland Hugh Pritchard wrote the Welsh tune Hyfrydol in 1831 before his 20th birthday. He was an 
assistant loom tender for the Welsh Flannel Manufacturing Company. An interesting point about the 
melody is that with one exception, it lies within the first five notes of the scale.      
 
OPENING PRAYER (unison) 
 

Eternal God, in whom we live and move and have our being, whose face 
is hidden from us by our sin, and whose mercy we forget: cleanse us from 
all offenses, and deliver us from proud thoughts and vain desires; that 
humbly we may draw near to thee, confessing our faults, confiding in thy 
grace, and finding in thee our refuge and our strength, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON AND *GLORIA PATRI (579) 

 
FIRST LESSON                         Exodus 24:12-18                              p. 62 
 
*HYMN               Give Praise and Thanks unto the Lord          Insert 

     
 
SECOND LESSON                     Matthew 17:1-9                                  p. 798 

 
SERMON                               Forty Days        
 
*HYMN                             Lead On, O King Eternal                          448 
The author wrote the text at his graduation from Andover Newton Theological Seminary at the 
request of his fellow students.  He was a Congregational minister in California, Massachusetts and 
Minnesota; in Frankfort, Germany; and Paris, France. The source of this tune is unknown. The name 
could be a farm or homestead or perhaps the church of St. Gloffan. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE CHURCH (Visitors are kindly 
requested to fill out one of the visitor’s cards in the pew and put it in the offering plate.)  
 
OFFERING  
OFFERTORY                      Transfiguration  

- Ricky Manalo arr. Gerard Chuisano        
      
*DOXOLOGY (592) AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
CLOSING PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors)               p. 16 
 
*HYMN                                       Day Is Done                                       544 
This evening hymn was written by Roman Catholic James Quinn and published in New Hymns for 
All Seasons (1969). This collection was edited completely by Quinn. It contained one hundred 
hymns, some translations and some originals. James Quinn (1919 - 2010) is a Lauriston Jesuit Father 
from Edinburgh, Scotland. 

         
BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE          Agincourt Hymn "O Wondrous Sight, O Vision Fair"  

- Charles Callahan 
           
       
 
 
 

* Stand if able 

 
 

 



We welcome all visitors and hope you will return! Please fill 

out a visitor’s card found in the pew and be sure to identify 
yourself so we can present you with a gift bag. 

 
 

~ Announcements  ~ 
 
 

Deacons on call this month are Beverly Cohen and Bill Gordon. Ushers and 
greeters for today’s service are Bill Gordon and Kristin Roessner. 
 
Please join us after worship today for coffee hour provided by Audrey 
Pietrucha with the assistance of Pat Ross. 
 
UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS: (All meetings are open to members of the church)  
Choir practice, Sunday mornings, 9:30 AM in the choir loft 
2/27: Council meeting following worship and coffee hour. Meeting in the Parlor 
and online for those who can’t make it in person. 
3/6: Deacon’s training session, 9:00 a.m. at the church 
3/8: Deacon’s meeting, 4:00 p.m., in the Parlor and online 
3/15: Trustee meeting, 5:30 p.m. in the Parlor and online 
3/20: St. Patrick’s Luncheon, following worship, lunch at the Barn 
 
The 19th annual MEDITATIONS FOR LENT booklet, comprised of submissions 
from members and friends of Old First Church, can be found on the glass top 
table in the Narthex for those wishing to have a copy to read through the 
season of Lent. Lent begins on Wednesday, March 2nd. Thank you to all who 
submitted devotionals this year. 
 
If you are interested in discussing matters of faith and want to inquire about 
Christian membership in the church, please contact Rev. Clarke. We welcome 
the chance to have you join us in our historic, but active-in-the-world, 
community of faith!  
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Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 
 

Love divine, all loves exceling,  
Joy of heaven to earth come down, 
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, 
All Thy faithful mercies crown! 
Jesus, Thou art all compassion,  
Pure, unbounded love Thou art; 
Visit us with Thy salvation, 
Enter every trembling heart. 
 
Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit 
Into every troubled breast! 
Let us all in Thee inherit,  
Let us find the promised rest; 
Take away the love of sinning; 
Alpha and Omega be; 
End of faith, as its beginning, 
Set our hearts at liberty. 
 
Come, Almighty to deliver,  
Let us all Thy life receive; 
Suddenly return, and never,  
Never more Thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, 
Serve Thee as Thy host above; 
Pray, and praise Thee without ceasing, 
Glory in Thy perfect love. 
 
Finish, then, Thy new creation; 
Pure and spotless let us be; 
Let us see Thy great salvation 
Perfectly restored in Thee; 
Changed from glory into glory,  
Till in heaven we take our place, 
Till we cast our crowns before Thee 
Lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

FIRST LESSON         Exodus 24:12-18 

The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain, and wait there; 
and I will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, 
which I have written for their instruction.” So Moses set out with his assistant 
Joshua, and Moses went up into the mountain of God. To the elders he had 
said, “Wait here for us, until we come to you again; for Aaron and Hur are 
with you; whoever has a dispute may go to them.” Then Moses went up on the 
mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. The glory of the LORD settled 
on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; on the seventh day he 
called to Moses out of the cloud. Now the appearance of the glory of 
the LORD was like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of 
the people of Israel. Moses entered the cloud, and went up on the mountain. 
Moses was on the mountain for forty days and forty nights. 

Give Praise and Thanks unto the Lord 

 



SECOND LESSON               Matthew 17:1-9 

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and 
led them up a high mountain, by themselves. And he was transfigured before 
them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became dazzling 
white. Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with 
him. Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, 
I will make three dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for 
Elijah.” While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed 
them, and from the cloud a voice said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with 
him I am well pleased; listen to him!” When the disciples heard this, they fell 
to the ground and were overcome by fear. But Jesus came and touched them, 
saying, “Get up and do not be afraid.” And when they looked up, they saw no 
one except Jesus himself alone. As they were coming down the mountain, 
Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one about the vision until after the Son of Man 
has been raised from the dead.” 

 

 

Lead On, O King Eternal 
 

1.  Lead on, O King eternal,  
The day of march has come; 
Henceforth in fields of conquest 
Thy tents shall be our home: 
Through days of preparation 
Thy grace has made us strong, 
And now, O King eternal, 
We lift our battle song. 
 

2. Lead on, O King eternal, 
Till sin’s fierce war shall cease, 
And holiness shall whisper 
The sweet amen of peace; 
For not with swords’ loud clashing, 
Nor roll of stirring drums; 
With deeds of love and mercy 
The heavenly kingdom comes. 
 

3.  Lead on, O King eternal: 
We follow, not with fears; 
For gladness breaks like morning 
Where’er Thy face appears; 
Thy cross is lifted o’er us; 
We journey in its light: 
The crown awaits the conquest; 
Lead on, O God of might.       
 

 

 
 

Day Is Done 
 

 

1. Day is done, but love unfailing 
Dwells ever here; 
Shadows fall, but hope, prevailing,  
Calms every fear. 
God, our Maker, none forsaking, 
Take our hearts, of Love's own making, 
Watch our sleeping, guard our waking, 
Be always near. 

 

2. Dark descends, but light unending 
Shines through our night; 
You are with us, ever lending 
New strength to sight: 
One in love, Your truth confessing, 
One in hope of heaven's blessing, 
May we see, in love's possessing, 
Love's endless light! 

 

3. Eyes will close, but You unsleeping, 
Watch by our side; 
Death may come, in love's safekeeping 
Still we abide. 
God of love, all evil quelling, 
Sin forgiving, fear dispelling, 
Stay with us, our hearts indwelling, 
This eventide. 

                


