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Festive Prelude No. 1
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The text by John Newton first appeared in 1779. It was intended to be used to illustrate Isaiah 33:2021. Newton, who also wrote Amazing Grace, was a pastor who had been a sea captain and slave
trader; in 1748 he had a spiritual awakening during a storm at sea. Franz Joseph Haydn wrote the
tune in 1797 for the birthday of the Austrian emperor. A prolific composer, Haydn expressed his
gratefulness by prefacing all his compositions with the words, “In nomine Domini,” and ended them
with “Laus Deo.”

OPENING PRAYER (unison)
ALMIGHTY and most merciful God; We have erred, and strayed from thy
ways like lost sheep. We have followed too much the devices and desires
of our own hearts. We have offended against thy holy laws. We have left
undone those things which we ought to have done; And we have done
those things which we ought not to have done; And there is no health in
us. But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us. Spare thou those, O God, who
confess their faults. Restore thou those who are penitent; According to
thy promises declared unto humankind in Christ Jesus our Lord. And
grant, O most merciful God, for his sake; That we may hereafter live a
godly, righteous, and sober life, To the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON AND GLORIA PATRI (579)
Jonah 3:10-4: 11
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Belly of the Beast
God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens
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Catherine Arnott Cameron, a social psychology professor at the University of La Verne, California,
published her hymn first in a supplement by the Inter-Lutheran Commission on Worship in 1969
during a time when she said she was “experiencing a new sense of direction, growth and creativity in
my life.” The tune, attributed to William Moore of Tennessee, was first published in 1825.

( LYRICS REPRINTED AT THE END OF THE ORDER OF SERVICE )

FIRST LESSON

Philippians 1:21-30

( LYRICS REPRINTED AT THE END OF THE ORDER OF SERVICE )

Let us praise God, maker of heaven and earth.
Let us hope in the word of the Lord.
Giver of peace and justice, be with us, we pray.
In joy and love let us praise God while we live.
Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken

SERMON
HYMN

OPENING WORDS (responsive)

HYMN
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The present text of this metrical setting of Psalm 141 first appeared as number 386 in The Psalter
(1912). The present text is the first four stanzas of the original with the archaic language removed.
The tune: CANNONS was composed by George Frederick Handel (c. 1750) and was originally used
with Charles Wesley’s text, “Sinners, Obey the Gospel Word.” It is one of three tunes by Handel
which were published as settings for Wesley’s text by Samuel Wesley in 1826.

Vermont’s Colonial Shrine: Welcoming all to share God’s light,
and proclaiming God’s embracing love since 1806

PRELUDE

O Lord, Make Haste to Hear My Cry
( LYRICS REPRINTED AT THE END OF THE ORDER OF SERVICE )

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE CHURCH (Visitors are kindly
requested to fill out one of the visitor’s cards in the pew and put it in the offering plate.)

OFFERING
OFFERTORY

- Karvonen

*DOXOLOGY (592) AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION
CLOSING PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors)

p. 16

HYMN
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Lord, Dismiss Us with Thy Blessing
( LYRICS REPRINTED AT THE END OF THE ORDER OF SERVICE )

This old text, probably by John Fawcett, first appeared in 1773. (Verse 3 was altered in the 19th
century.) As with most of Fawcett’s other 166 hymns (e.g., Blest Be the Tie That Binds), this one was
written to follow a sermon. Fawcett was converted by the preaching of George Whitefield, who also
strongly influenced Samuel Robinson, a founding member of our church and of Bennington. The tune
is said to have been sung by 18th century Sicilian seamen on board their ships when the sun set.

BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE
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My Faith Looks Up to Thee

"Caithness" Scottish Psalter, 1635

- Healey Willan

Deacons on call this month are Pat Guerrero and Marsha Pilachowski.

“BYOE” (Bring Your Own Everything) CHURCH PICNIC: All are welcome to
an outside gathering in front of the church at 12:00 PM this Sunday
(September 20). Those who wish to attend should pack everything needed
for your own picnic lunch and a chair or blanket to sit on.
Worship and life at Old First is changing in response to the need to reduce activity
as we work to get through the challenge of the COVID-19 presence in our life.
Our prayers and thoughts go to everyone immediately affected and thanks go to all
people who work to provide care and supply our needs in this time. An audio
version of our weekly worship services can be found on the church’s website by
clicking on the “Worship” tab and selecting “Worship Here and Now”. Or simply
paste the following into your computer’s browser at the top of the page:
http://oldfirstchurchbenn.org/worship/worship-here-and-now/
If this link appears in blue on the device you are using to read this, you can also
just “click on the link” and you will be there! The church office has been
temporarily moved to the home of our office administrator. Please use email,
phone or U.S. Mail for correspondence.

If you are interested in discussing matters of faith and want to inquire about
Christian membership in the church, please contact Rev. Clarke. We welcome the
chance to have you join us in our historic, but active-in-the-world, community of
faith!
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Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken
1). Glorious things of thee are spoken,
Zion, city of our God;
God, whose word cannot be broken,
formed thee for a blessed abode.
On the rock of ages founded,
what can shake thy sure repose?
With salvation's walls surrounded,
thou may'st smile at all thy foes.

2). See, the streams of living waters,
springing from eternal love,
well supply thy sons and daughters,
and all fear of want remove.
Who can faint while such a river
ever flows their thirst to assuage?
Grace, which like the Lord the giver,
never fails from age to age.

3). Round each habitation hovering,
see the cloud and fire appear
for a glory and a covering,
showing that the Lord is near.
Thus deriving from their banner
light by night and shade by day,
safe they feed upon the manna
which God gives them when they pray.

O Lord, Make Haste to Hear My Cry
O Lord, make haste to hear my cry.
To You I call, on You rely.
Incline to me a gracious ear,
And when I call, in mercy hear.
When in the morning unto You
I call in supplication new,
Then let my prayer as incense rise
To God enthroned above the skies.
When unto You I look and pray
With lifted hands at close of day,
Then as the evening sacrifice
Let my request accepted rise.
O guard my thoughts, I now implore,
And of my lips O keep the door;
Nor leave my sinful heart to stray
Where evil footsteps lead the way.

God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens
God, who stretched the spangled heavens
Infinite in time and place,
Flung the suns in burning radiance
Through the silent fields of space:
We, Your children in Your likeness,
Share inventive powers with You;
Great Creator, still creating,
Show us what we yet may do.
We have ventured worlds undreamed of
Since the childhood of our race;
Known the ecstasy of winging
Through untraveled realms of space;
Probed the secrets of the atom,
Yielding unimagined power,
Facing us with life’s destruction
Or our most triumphant hour.
As each far horizon beckons,
May it challenge us anew:
Children of creative purpose,
Serving others, honoring You.
May our dreams prove rich with promise,
Each endeavor well begun;
Great Creator, give us guidance
Till our goals and Yours are one.
Lord, Dismiss Us with Thy Blessing
1). Lord, dismiss us with Thy blessing;
fill our hearts with joy and peace;
let us each, Thy love possessing,
triumph in redeeming grace.
O refresh us, O refresh us,
traveling through this wilderness.
3). So that when Thy love shall call us,
Savior, from the world away,
let no fear of death appall us,
glad Thy summons to obey.
May we ever, may we ever
reign with Thee in endless day.

2). Thanks we give and adoration
for Thy gospel's joyful sound;
may the fruits of Thy salvation
in our hearts and lives abound.
Ever faithful, ever faithful
to the truth may we be found;

J O N A H 3:10-4: 11

P HI L I P PI AN S 1:21-30

When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil
ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he
would bring upon them; and he did not do it.

For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the
flesh, that means fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which I
prefer. I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart
and be with Christ, for that is far better; but to remain in the flesh is
more necessary for you. Since I am convinced of this, I know that I
will remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy
in faith, so that I may share abundantly in your boasting in Christ
Jesus when I come to you again.

But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. He
prayed to the LORD and said, “O LORD! Is not this what I said while
I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the
beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent
from punishing. And now, O LORD, please take my life from me,
for it is better for me to die than to live.” And the LORD said, “Is it
right for you to be angry?”
Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city, and
made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting
to see what would become of the city. The LORD God appointed a
bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his head,
to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the
bush. But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm
that attacked the bush, so that it withered. When the sun rose, God
prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of
Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It
is better for me to die than to live.” But God said to Jonah, “Is it
right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, “Yes, angry
enough to die.” Then the LORD said, “You are concerned about the
bush, for which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it
came into being in a night and perished in a night. And should I not
be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are
more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know
their right hand from their left, and also many animals?”

Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so
that, whether I come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I
will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by
side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, and are in no way
intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their
destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. For he
has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in
Christ, but of suffering for him as well— since you are having the
same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.

