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PRELUDE                                              Pifa                                            - Handel       
 
OPENING WORDS (responsive) 
O give thanks unto the Lord for God is good. 
     His mercy endureth forever. 
Be thankful unto God and bless God’s name. 
     For the Lord is good. 
God’s mercy is everlasting 
     And God’s truth endureth to all generations. 

 
HYMN                       Angels From the Realms of Glory                     22            

     (LYRICS REPRINTED AT THE END OF THE ORDER OF SERVICE) 
James Montgomery wrote verses 1-3 for his Yorkshire newspaper, The Sheffield Iris, December 24, 
1816. He wrote several other poem and hymn collections. Henry Thomas Smart wrote the tune, first 
published in 1867 in the English Presbyterian Hymnal. He chose music over both law and a 
commission in the East Indian Army; he served as organist in several churches and designed organs 
for St. Andrew’s Hall and Leeds Town Hall. When he became blind at age 52, he dictated all his 
compositions to his daughter. 

 
OPENING PRAYER (unison) 
O God, whose goodness is great, 
Your mercies are innumerable. 
Make us clean hearts in this season. 
Allow us to see Your presence in this broken world.  
Restore the voice of joy and gladness to us. 
Where we have erred guide us home.  
Give us the comforts of Thy help again 
And let Thy free spirit establish in us the liberty of your children. 
This we pray in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON AND GLORIA PATRI (579) 
 
FIRST LESSON                         Isaiah 61:10-62:3                               p. 604 

HYMN                          Good Christian Friends Rejoice                     28 
                  (LYRICS REPRINTED AT THE END OF THE ORDER OF SERVICE) 

This carol dates to the 14th century! The writer is unknown, but the text is ascribed to Peter of 
Dresden, who died in 1440. The oldest form of the carol is from a 1400 manuscript in Leipzig 
University Library. John Mason Neale translated/paraphrased it in 1853. Neale was a 19th century 
priest of the Church of England who translated many Greek and Latin hymns. The tune, In Dulci 
Jubilo is 14th century German folk and served as the setting for this text. The title line was first 
altered for the 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship.  

 
SECOND LESSON                           Luke 2:22-40                                       p. 833 
 
SERMON                          Guided by the Spirit  
 
HYMN                O Little Town of Bethlehem                         44   

                    (LYRICS REPRINTED AT THE END OF THE ORDER OF SERVICE) 
Phillips Brooks was one of America’s foremost preachers, and the first volume of his sermons sold over 
200,000 copies. On Christmas Eve, 1865, he rode on horseback from Jerusalem to Bethlehem across 
the “field of shepherds” and worshiped at the Church of the Nativity, which has been so much in the 
news lately. Inspired by that experience, he wrote his carol three years later for the Christmas Sunday 
School service where he was pastor at Holy Trinity Episcopal Church in Philadelphia. There is actually 
a plaque on a building on Chestnut Street commemorating the spot where the church then stood, which 
notes this carol. He asked the organist and choir director, Lewis Henry Rednor, to compose a tune for 
the children to sing. Struggling to think of one, the melody came to Rednor the Saturday night before 
the program. He wrote the harmony the next morning before going to the church! He was a wealthy 
man, and the endowment fund he established continues to support the work of the church. 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE CHURCH (Visitors are kindly 
requested to fill out one of the visitor’s cards in the pew and put it in the offering plate.)  
 
OFFERING  
OFFERTORY                 Saw You Never in the Twilight           - arr. Franck         
 

*DOXOLOGY (592) AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
CLOSING PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors)               p. 16 
 
HYMN                                What Child Is This                                      53      

              (LYRICS REPRINTED AT THE END OF THE ORDER OF SERVICE) 
William Chatterton Dix wrote the text as a poem, “The Manger Throne,” and it was first published 
to this tune in 1871. Dix was a manager of a Glasgow insurance company, wrote devotional books 
and poems, and translated hymns. The tune, Greensleeves, is a traditional English ballad, first 
published in 1580, and is referred to twice in Shakespeare’s Merry Wives of Windsor.    

 
BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE                  Ding, Dong, Merrily on High!        - Charles Callahan 



      
               
                        
 
Deacons on call this month are Pat Guerrero, Jeannette Lesser and Amy Tronsen. 
 
Worship and life at Old First is changing in response to the need to reduce 
activity as we work to get through the challenge of the COVID-19 presence in 
our life. Our prayers and thoughts go to everyone immediately affected and 
thanks go to all people who work to provide care and supply our needs in this 
time. An audio version of our weekly worship services can be found on the 
church’s website by clicking on the “Worship” tab and selecting “Worship Here 
and Now”. Or simply paste the following into your computer’s browser at the 
top of the page: http://oldfirstchurchbenn.org/worship/worship-here-and-now/ 
If this link appears in blue on the device you are using to read this, you can also 
just “click on the link” and you will be there! The church office has been 
temporarily moved to the home of our office administrator. Please use email, 
phone or U.S. Mail for correspondence. 
 
If you are interested in discussing matters of faith and want to inquire about 
Christian membership in the church, please contact Rev. Clarke. We welcome 
the chance to have you join us in our historic, but active-in-the-world, 
community of faith!  
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Gathered 1762  

 



Angels From the Realms of Glory   
                    

Angels, from the realms of glory,  
wing your flight o'er all the earth;  
ye, who sang creation's story  
now proclaim Messiah's birth:  
 

Refrain: 
Come and worship, come and worship,  
worship Christ, the newborn king! 

 
Shepherds, in the field abiding,  
watching o'er your flocks by night,  
God with us is now residing, 
yonder shines the infant light: [Refrain] 
 
Sages, leave your contemplations,  
brighter visions beam afar;  
seek the great desire of nations;  
ye have seen His natal star: [Refrain] 
 
All creation, join in praising 
God the Father, Spirit, Son, 
Evermore your voices raising 
To the eternal Three in One: [Refrain] 

 

Good Christian Friends Rejoice 

1). Good Christian friends, rejoice 
with heart and soul and voice; 
give ye heed to what we say: 
Jesus Christ was born today. 
Ox and ass before him bow, 
and he is in the manger now. 
Christ is born today! 
Christ is born today! 

 

2). Good Christian friends, rejoice 
with heart and soul and voice; 
now ye hear of endless bliss: 
Jesus Christ was born for this! 
He has opened heaven's door, 
and we are blest forevermore. 
Christ was born for this! 
Christ was born for this! 

 
3). Good Christian friends, rejoice 

with heart and soul and voice; 
now ye need not fear the grave: 
Jesus Christ was born to save! 
Calls you one and calls you all 
to gain his everlasting hall. 
Christ was born to save! 
Christ was born to save!  

O Little Town of Bethlehem 
 

1). O little town of Bethlehem, 
How still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by. 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting light; 
The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee tonight. 

 

3). How silently, how silently, 
The wondrous gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts 
The blessings of His heaven. 
No ear may hear His coming, 
But in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive Him still 
The dear Christ enters in. 

 

2). For Christ is born of Mary; 
And gathered all above, 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep 
Their watch of wondering love. 
O morning stars, together 
Proclaim the holy birth! 
And praises sing to God the King, 
And peace to all on earth. 

 

4). O holy Child of Bethlehem, 
Descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin and enter in, 
Be born to us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, 
Our Lord Emmanuel! 
 

 
What Child Is This      
 
What Child is this, who, laid to rest, 
On Mary's lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, 
While shepherds watch are keeping? 
 

Chorus: 
This, this is Christ the King, 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, 
The Babe, the Son of Mary! 

 
Why lies He in such mean estate 
Where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 
The silent Word is pleading. [Chorus] 
 
So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh; 
Come, one and all, to own Him. 
The King of kings salvation brings; 
Let loving hearts enthrone Him. [Chorus]  

 



 
ISAIAH 61:10-62:3 

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my 
God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has 
covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks 
himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her 
jewels. For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden 
causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause 
righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations. 

For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I 
will not rest, until her vindication shines out like the dawn, and her 
salvation like a burning torch. The nations shall see your 
vindication, and all the kings your glory; and you shall be called by 
a new name that the mouth of the LORD will give. You shall be a 
crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem in the 
hand of your God. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

LUKE 2:22-40 

When the time came for their purification according to the law of 
Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the 
Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male 
shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), and they offered a 
sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair 
of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this 
man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation 
of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to 
him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had 
seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into 
the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do 
for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his 
arms and praised God, saying, “Master, now you are dismissing 
your servant in peace, according to your word; for my eyes have 
seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all 
peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your 
people Israel.” And the child’s father and mother were amazed at 
what was being said about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said 
to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the 
rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that 
the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will 
pierce your own soul too.” There was also a prophet, Anna the 
daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, 
having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, then 
as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but 
worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At that 
moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the 
child to all who were looking for the redemption of 
Jerusalem. When they had finished everything required by the law 
of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of 
Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; 
and the favor of God was upon him. 

 


