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PRELUDE          Nobody Knows the Trouble I've Seen  
           - Spiritual arr. E.T. Milkey              

      
OPENING WORDS (responsive) 
         This is the day which the Lord has made. 
           Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
        Let love and faithfulness never leave us. 
            Write them on the tablet of your heart. 
 
HYMN                       Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty                     482         

     (LYRICS REPRINTED AT THE END OF THE ORDER OF SERVICE) 
The text’s author, Joachim Neander, took the Calvinist faith seriously but also lived a “rather unruly 
existence” before his pastor and others influenced him to make some changes in his life. In 1674 he 
became a grammar school headmaster. 66 of his hymn texts were published in 1691. The valley 
Neanderthal, where he took long walks, was named in his honor (and was where the famous skeleton 
was discovered 200 years later in 1856). The tune may have had secular origins but was used by J.S. 
Bach in three cantatas and an organ setting, as well as Neander’s hymn. 

 
OPENING PRAYER (unison) 

Loving God, we come this morning with our lives, our thoughts, our hope 
and our fears. We come with our plans, our dreams, our memories. We 
come with our time, our gifts and our skills. We come with our family, 
our friends, and we come with ourselves. We come to offer to you 
everything we have and are. We come to glorify your holy name.  Be 
with us as we pray together here and be with us in days ahead refreshed 
by this time of quiet, wisdom and peace which is found in your word.  In 
Jesus' name we pray, Amen. 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON AND GLORIA PATRI (579) 
 
FIRST LESSON                           Genesis 9:8-17                                     p. 6 
 

 
HYMN                          Lord, to You My Soul Is Lifted                     178 

              (LYRICS REPRINTED AT THE END OF THE ORDER OF SERVICE) 
This new metrical rendering of Psalm 25 is by Stanley Wiersma (1930-1986) for the Psalter Hymnal 
(1987) of the Christian Reformed Church.  

 
SECOND LESSON                      Luke 4:16-19      p. 835 
 
SERMON                              Swing Low          
 
HYMN                              Swing Low, Sweet Chariot 

(LYRICS REPRINTED AT THE END OF THE ORDER OF SERVICE) 
"Swing Low, Sweet Chariot" is an African-American spiritual song. The earliest known recording 
was in 1909, by the Fisk Jubilee Singers of Fisk University. It refers to the Biblical story of the 
Prophet Elijah's being taken to heaven by a chariot. 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE CHURCH (Visitors are kindly 
requested to fill out one of the visitor’s cards in the pew and put it in the offering plate.)  
 
OFFERING  
OFFERTORY                        I'm A-Rolling 

              - Wallace Willis arr. E.T. Milkey     
 
*DOXOLOGY (592) AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
CLOSING PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors)               p. 16 
 
HYMN                                Steal Away to Jesus 

 (LYRICS REPRINTED AT THE END OF THE ORDER OF SERVICE) 
Songs such as "Steal Away to Jesus", "Swing Low, Sweet Chariot", "Wade in the Water" and the 
"Gospel Train" are songs with hidden codes, not only about having faith in God, but containing 
hidden messages for slaves to run away on their own, or with the Underground Railroad. "Steal 
Away" the song was composed by Wallace Willis, a slave of a Choctaw freedman in the old Indian 
Territory, sometime before 1862. 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE                        Roll, Jordan Roll  

              - Wallace Willis arr. E.T. Milkey 
                           
                       
                   



 
 
 
 
Deacons on call this month are Marsha Pilachowski and Wendy Schmitt. 

 
Worship and life at Old First is changing in response to the need to reduce 
activity as we work to get through the challenge of the COVID-19 presence in 
our life. Our prayers and thoughts go to everyone immediately affected and 
thanks go to all people who work to provide care and supply our needs in this 
time. An audio version of our weekly worship services can be found on the 
church’s website by clicking on the “Worship” tab and selecting “Worship Here 
and Now”. Or simply paste the following into your computer’s browser at the 
top of the page: http://oldfirstchurchbenn.org/worship/worship-here-and-now/ 
If this link appears in blue on the device you are using to read this, you can also 
just “click on the link” and you will be there! The church office has been 
temporarily moved to the home of our office administrator. Please use email, 
phone or U.S. Mail for correspondence. 
 
If you are interested in discussing matters of faith and want to inquire about 
Christian membership in the church, please contact Rev. Clarke. We welcome 
the chance to have you join us in our historic, but active-in-the-world, 
community of faith!  
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           Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty                 
 

Praise ye the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise Him, for He is thy health and salvation! 
All ye who hear, now to His temple draw near; 
join me in glad adoration! 
 
Praise ye the Lord, who o’er all things so wondrously reigneth, 
shelters the under His wings, yea, so gently sustaineth! 
Hast thou not seen how thy desires e’er have been 
sent by his gracious ordaining?  
Granted in what He ordaineth? 
 
Praise ye the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him! 
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him! 
Let the amen sound from His people again; 
gladly for aye we adore Him. 

                 
 Lord, to You My Soul Is Lifted   
              

Lord, to You my soul is lifted. 
Let me never be ashamed 
that I trust in You to keep me 
though I seem to wait in vain. 
Lord, remember all Your love; 
in Your holy will instruct me. 
Lord, do not remember sins 
of those younger years behind me. 
 
Lord of covenant and goodness, 
pardon and correct my sin. 
They who worship You and fear You 
choose the paths You choose for them. 
They and all their family 
shall possess the earth forever. 
You, O Lord, will be their friend. 
From the snare You will deliver. 
 
Turn to me in grace and mercy, 
as I suffer all alone. 
Take away my sin and sadness, 
all the trouble I have known. 
May my fierce and spiteful foes 
not succeed to harm and curse me. 
In Your faithfulness I hope. 
On Your people, Lord, have mercy. 

Swing Low, Sweet Chariot 
 

Refrain: 
Swing low, sweet chariot, coming for to carry me home. 
Swing low, sweet chariot, coming for to carry me home. 

 
I looked over Jordan, and what did I see, 
coming for to carry me home? 
A band of angels coming after me, 
coming for to carry me home. [Refrain] 
 
If you get there before I do, 
coming for to carry me home; 
tell all my friends I’m coming too, 
coming for to carry me home. [Refrain] 
 
I’m sometimes up, and sometimes down, 
coming for to carry me home; 
but still my soul feels heavenly bound, 
Coming for to carry me home. [Refrain] 
 
The brightest day that I can say, 
coming for to carry me home; 
when Jesus washed my sins away, 
coming for to carry me home. [Refrain] 

 
Steal Away to Jesus 

 

Refrain: 
Steal away, steal away; Steal away to Jesus. 
Steal away, steal away home. I ain’t got long to stay here. 

 
My Lord, he calls me, 
he calls me by the thunder; 
The trumpet sounds within-a my soul.  
I ain’t got long to stay here. [Refrain] 
 
Green trees a-bending,  
poor sinners stand a-trembling; 
The trumpet sounds within-a my soul.  
I ain’t got long to stay here. [Refrain] 
 
My Lord, he calls me, 
he calls me by the lightning; 
The trumpet sounds within-a my soul.  
I ain’t got long to stay here. [Refrain] 



 

GENESIS 9:8-17 

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I 
am establishing my covenant with you and your descendants 
after you, and with every living creature that is with you, the 
birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with 
you, as many as came out of the ark. I establish my covenant 
with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters 
of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the 
earth.” 

God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between 
me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all 
future generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall 
be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. When I 
bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, I 
will remember my covenant that is between me and you and 
every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never 
again become a flood to destroy all flesh. When the bow is in 
the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant 
between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the 
earth.” God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I 
have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

LUKE 4:16-19 

When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he 
went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. 
He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 
given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it 
was written: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has 
anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to 
proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the 
blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the 
Lord’s favor.” 

 


