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PRELUDE

Now Let Us All Give Thanks to God - Johann Pachelbel

236

Esther 7:1-10; 9:20-22

p. 390

SERMON

The Cost of Things These Days

*HYMN

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

376

This hymn was written by Charles Wesley and was first published in 1747. Wesley was the 18th
child of Samuel and Susanna (“She Must Have Been a Saint”) Wesley. Charles was an Anglican
priest, dedicated to the Methodist movement, and he wrote between 6,000 and 6,500 hymns.
Rowland Hugh Pritchard wrote the Welsh tune Hyfrydol in 1831 before his 20th birthday. He was an
assistant loom tender for the Welsh Flannel Manufacturing Company. An interesting point about the
melody is that with one exception, it lies within the first five notes of the scale.

OPENING WORDS (responsive)
Let us praise God, maker of heaven and earth.
Let us hope in the word of the Lord.
Giver of peace and justice, be with us, we pray.
In joy and love let us praise God while we live.

*HYMN

Now Israel May Say

Old 124th is from the Genevan Psalter (1551), where it is the setting for Psalm 124. Though many
arrangements of the tune are available, the present one is from The Hymnal (1933), which is a slight
modification of the arrangement in The English Hymnal (1906). It is said that when the Duke of
Savoy was defeated in his attack against Geneva, December 12, 1602, the grateful people sang
Psalm 124 to this tune.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE CHURCH (Visitors are kindly
Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken

446

The text by John Newton first appeared in 1779. It was intended to be used to illustrate Isaiah 33:20-21.
Newton, who also wrote Amazing Grace, was a pastor who had been a sea captain and slave trader; in
1748 he had a spiritual awakening during a storm at sea. Franz Joseph Haydn wrote the tune in 1797 for
the birthday of the Austrian emperor. A prolific composer, Haydn expressed his gratefulness by
prefacing all his compositions with the words, “In nomine Domini,” and ended them with “Laus Deo.”

requested to fill out one of the visitor’s cards in the pew and put it in the offering plate.)

OFFERING
OFFERTORY

Trio

- Josef Rheinberger

*DOXOLOGY (592) AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION

OPENING PRAYER (unison)
ALMIGHTY and most merciful God; We have erred, and strayed from thy
ways like lost sheep. We have followed too much the devices and desires
of our own hearts. We have offended against thy holy laws. We have left
undone those things which we ought to have done; And we have done
those things which we ought not to have done; And there is no health in
us. But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us. Spare thou those, O God, who
confess their faults. Restore thou those who are penitent; According to
thy promises declared unto humankind in Christ Jesus our Lord. And
grant, O most merciful God, for his sake; That we may hereafter live a
godly, righteous, and sober life, To the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.

CLOSING PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors)

p. 16

*HYMN

464

Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee

The text was written in 1907 when Henry van Dyke was guest preacher at Williams College. He said
it should be sung to this tune, from Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony. Beethoven’s original rhythm for
the 12th and 13th measures has been restored in our hymnal.

BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Amen

- Francois Couperin

ASSURANCE OF PARDON AND *GLORIA PATRI (579)
FIRST LESSON

Mark 9:38-50

p. 821
* Stand if able

W e welcome all visitors and hope you will return! Please fill
out a visitor’s card found in the pew and be sure to identify
yourself so we can present you with a gift bag.

Deacons on call this month are Beverly Cohen and Marsha Pilachowski. Ushers
and greeters for today’s service are Marietta Hibbard and Ellen Knapp.
Please join us after worship today for coffee hour in the Narthex provided by
Anastasia and Fischer Gauthier.
Flowers for worship are provided by Betsy Ehrenfreund. If you would like to
provide flowers or host coffee hour some Sunday please sign up on the enclosed
BLOG.
Rug raffle tickets can be purchased before and after worship today – seek out
Amy Tronsen who will have them. Tickets are $5 each or 6 for $20, all proceeds
benefit the Church’s Preservation Fund. Drawing will be held on Dec. 5.
If you are interested in discussing matters of faith and want to inquire about
Christian membership in the church, please contact Rev. Clarke. We welcome
the chance to have you join us in our historic, but active-in-the-world,
community of faith!
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Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken
1). Glorious things of thee are spoken,
Zion, city of our God;
God, whose word cannot be broken,
formed thee for a blessed abode.
On the rock of ages founded,
what can shake thy sure repose?
With salvation's walls surrounded,
thou may'st smile at all thy foes.

2). See, the streams of living waters,
springing from eternal love,
well supply thy sons and daughters,
and all fear of want remove.
Who can faint while such a river
ever flows their thirst to assuage?
Grace, which like the Lord the giver,
never fails from age to age.

3). Round each habitation hovering,
see the cloud and fire appear
for a glory and a covering,
showing that the Lord is near.
Thus deriving from their banner
light by night and shade by day,
safe they feed upon the manna
which God gives them when they pray.

Now Israel May Say
Now Israel may say, and that in truth:
if that the Lord had not our right maintained,
if that the Lord had not with us remained
when cruel foes against us rose to strive,
we surely had been swallowed up alive.
Yea, when their wrath against us fiercely rose,
the swelling tide had o'er us spread its wave,
the raging stream had then become our grave,
the surging flood, in proudly swelling roll,
most surely then had overwhelmed our soul.
Blest be the Lord, who made us not their prey;
as from the snare a bird escapeth free,
their net is rent and so escaped are we;
our only help is in God's holy name,
who made the earth and all the heavenly frame.

SECOND LESSON
FIRST LESSON

Mark 9:38-50

John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your
name, and we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” But Jesus
said, “Do not stop him; for no one who does a deed of power in my name
will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. Whoever is not against us is
for us. For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink
because you bear the name of Christ will by no means lose the reward.
“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who
believe in me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were hung
around your neck and you were thrown into the sea. If your hand causes you
to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed than to have
two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. And if your foot
causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame than to
have two feet and to be thrown into hell. And if your eye causes you to
stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one
eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, where their worm
never dies, and the fire is never quenched.
“For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if salt has lost its
saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace
with one another.”

Esther 7:1-10; 9:20-22

So the king and Haman went in to feast with Queen Esther. On the second
day, as they were drinking wine, the king again said to Esther, “What is your
petition, Queen Esther? It shall be granted you. And what is your request?
Even to the half of my kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.” Then Queen Esther
answered, “If I have won your favor, O king, and if it pleases the king, let my
life be given me—that is my petition—and the lives of my people—that is
my request. For we have been sold, I and my people, to be destroyed, to be
killed, and to be annihilated. If we had been sold merely as slaves, men and
women, I would have held my peace; but no enemy can compensate for this
damage to the king.” Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther, “Who is
he, and where is he, who has presumed to do this?” Esther said, “A foe and
enemy, this wicked Haman!” Then Haman was terrified before the king and
the queen.
The king rose from the feast in wrath and went into the palace garden, but
Haman stayed to beg his life from Queen Esther, for he saw that the king had
determined to destroy him. When the king returned from the palace garden to
the banquet hall, Haman had thrown himself on the couch where Esther was
reclining; and the king said, “Will he even assault the queen in my presence,
in my own house?” As the words left the mouth of the king, they covered
Haman’s face. Then Harbona, one of the eunuchs in attendance on the king,
said, “Look, the very gallows that Haman has prepared for Mordecai, whose
word saved the king, stands at Haman’s house, fifty cubits high.” And the
king said, “Hang him on that.” So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he
had prepared for Mordecai. Then the anger of the king abated.

Mordecai recorded these things, and sent letters to all the Jews who were
in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus, both near and far, enjoining them
that they should keep the fourteenth day of the month Adar and also the
fifteenth day of the same month, year by year, as the days on which the
Jews gained relief from their enemies, and as the month that had been
turned for them from sorrow into gladness and from mourning into a
holiday; that they should make them days of feasting and gladness, days
for sending gifts of food to one another and presents to the poor.

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
Love divine, all loves exceling,
Joy of heaven to earth come down,
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling,
All Thy faithful mercies crown!
Jesus, Thou art all compassion,
Pure, unbounded love Thou art;
Visit us with Thy salvation,
Enter every trembling heart.
Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit
Into every troubled breast!
Let us all in Thee inherit,
Let us find the promised rest;
Take away the love of sinning;
Alpha and Omega be;
End of faith, as its beginning,
Set our hearts at liberty.
Come, Almighty to deliver,
Let us all Thy life receive;
Suddenly return, and never,
Never more Thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing,
Serve Thee as Thy host above;
Pray, and praise Thee without ceasing,
Glory in Thy perfect love.
Finish, then, Thy new creation;
Pure and spotless let us be;
Let us see Thy great salvation
Perfectly restored in Thee;
Changed from glory into glory,
Till in heaven we take our place,
Till we cast our crowns before Thee
Lost in wonder, love, and praise.

Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee
Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee,
God of glory, Lord of love;
Hearts unfold like flowers before Thee,
Opening to the sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness;
Drive the gloom of doubt away;
Giver of immortal gladness,
Fill us with the light of day.
All Thy works with joy surround Thee,
Earth and heaven reflect Thy rays,
Stars and angels sing around Thee,
Center of unbroken praise.
Field and forest, vale and mountain,
Flowery meadow, flashing sea,
Chanting bird and flowing fountain,
Call us to rejoice in Thee.
Mortals, join the happy chorus
Which the morning stars began;
Lord divine is reigning o’er us,
Joining all in heaven’s plan.
Ever singing, march we onward,
Victors in the midst of strife,
Joyful music leads us sunward
In the triumph song of life.

