FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

FIRST LESSON

BENNINGTON, VERMONT
Vermont’s Colonial Shrine: Welcoming all to share God’s light,
and proclaiming God’s embracing love since 1806

*HYMN

Job 23:1-9, 16-17

p. 409

I to the Hills Will Lift My Eyes

234

Here we go back to our singing roots and sing a Psalm. The text is a metrical setting of Psalm 121
from the 1912 hymnal, The Psalter, which was a joint work of nine U.S. and Canadian Reformed
traditions. The tune is from the 1615 Scottish Psalter, CL Hymns of David.
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SECOND LESSON

Mark 10:17-31
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O C T O B E R 10, 2021

PRELUDE

Choral

- Joseph Jongen

OPENING WORDS (responsive)

For the Beauty of the Earth

O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console,
to be understood as to understand,
to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive,
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON AND *GLORIA PATRI (579)

O God of Earth and Space

274

requested to fill out one of the visitor’s cards in the pew and put it in the offering plate.)

473

The text’s author was briefly a headmaster and literature teacher at a college in England, but an inheritance
allowed him to spend the rest of his life traveling and writing. This text was originally written as a communion
hymn to infuse a note of joy into the then otherwise solemn service. The tune’s original author was choirmaster
and organist at Stuttgart, and modified to be the setting of William Dix’s “As With Gladness Men of Old.”

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace:
where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.

*HYMN

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE CHURCH (Visitors are kindly

(verses 1-4)

OPENING PRAYER (unison)

We Have Left Everything

Both text and tune were written for the 100th anniversary of Concordia Lutheran Church, Kirkwood, Missouri.

Sing to the Lord a new song.
Sing to the Lord, all the earth.
Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice.
In the peace of this hour may God's word comfort us.

*HYMN

SERMON

OFFERING
OFFERTORY

Fantasy

- Johann Pachelbel

*DOXOLOGY (592) AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION
CLOSING PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors)

p. 16

*HYMN

294

Wherever I May Wander

for Primary Children (1963) by Westminster Press for the United Presbyterian Church U.S.A. The
tune NEW ENGLAND is a folk melody from New England. The present arrangement was first
published by the Unitarian Universalist Association.

BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Voluntary

- Thomas Roseingrave

* Stand if able

W e welcome all visitors and hope you will return! Please fill
out a visitor’s card found in the pew and be sure to identify
yourself so we can present you with a gift bag.

Deacons on call this month are Janet Andrea and Pat Guerrero. Ushers and
greeters for today’s service are Marietta Hibbard and Ellen Knapp.
Please join us after worship today for coffee hour in the Narthex provided by
Marsha Pilachowski.
Flowers for worship are provided by Betsy Ehrenfreund. If you would like to
provide flowers or host coffee hour some Sunday please sign up on the enclosed
BLOG.
Rug raffle tickets can be purchased before and after worship today – seek out
Susan Katz who will have them. Tickets are $5 each or 6 for $20, all proceeds
benefit the Church’s Preservation Fund. Drawing will be held on Dec. 5.
UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS: (All meetings are open to members of the church)
Choir practice, 9:30 AM in the choir loft
10/18: Deacon meeting, 4:00 PM, church parlor and remotely
10/18: Trustee meeting, 5:30 PM, church parlor and remotely
10/24: Harvest Meal at the Barn, following worship
If you are interested in discussing matters of faith and want to inquire about
Christian membership in the church, please contact Rev. Clarke. We welcome
the chance to have you join us in our historic, but active-in-the-world,
community of faith!
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I to the Hills Will Lift My Eyes
For the Beauty of the Earth
For the beauty of the earth,
For the glory of the skies,
For the love which from our birth
Over and around us lies.
Refrain: Lord of all to Thee we raise
This our hymn of grateful praise.
For the wonder of each hour,
Of the day and of the night,
Hill and vale, and tree and flower,
Sun and moon, and stars of light. (Refrain)
For the joy of ear and eye,
For the heart and mind’s delight,
For the mystic harmony
Linking sense to sound and sight, (Refrain)
For the joy of human love,
Brother, sister, parent, child,
Friends on earth and friends above,
For all gentle thoughts and mild. (Refrain)

FIRST LESSON

Job 23:1-9, 16-17
Then Job answered: “Today also my complaint is bitter; his hand is
heavy despite my groaning. Oh, that I knew where I might find him,
that I might come even to his dwelling! I would lay my case before
him, and fill my mouth with arguments. I would learn what he would
answer me, and understand what he would say to me. Would he
contend with me in the greatness of his power? No; but he would give
heed to me. There an upright person could reason with him, and I
should be acquitted forever by my judge.
“If I go forward, he is not there; or backward, I cannot perceive
him; on the left he hides, and I cannot behold him; I turn to the right,
but I cannot see him. God has made my heart faint; the Almighty has
terrified me; If only I could vanish in darkness, and thick darkness
would cover my face!

I to the hills will lift my eyes;
From whence shall come my aid?
My help is from the Lord alone,
who heaven and earth has made.
God will not let your foot be moved,
your guardian never sleeps;
God’s watchful and un-slumbering care
protects and safely keeps.
Your faithful keeper is the Lord,
your shelter and your shade;
’Neath sun or moon, by day or night,
you shall not be afraid.
From evil God will keep you safe,
provide for all you need;
Your going out, your coming in,
God will forever lead.

SECOND LESSON

Mark 10:17-31

As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and
asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus said
to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone. You
know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder; You shall not commit
adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall not
defraud; Honor your father and mother.’” He said to him, “Teacher, I have
kept all these since my youth.” Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said,
“You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor,
and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” When he heard
this, he was shocked and went away grieving, for he had many possessions.
Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for
those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” And the disciples were
perplexed at these words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how hard
it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go through the
eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of
God.” They were greatly astounded and said to one another, “Then who can
be saved?” Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals it is impossible, but
not for God; for God all things are possible.”

Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and followed
you.” Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or
brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields, for my sake and
for the sake of the good news, who will not receive a hundredfold now in this
age—houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields with
persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life. But many who are first
will be last, and the last will be first.”

O God of Earth and Space
1. O God of earth and space,
Of sea and fire and air,
Your providence surrounds us here
And everywhere.
In fruit and grain and tree,
In shelter from the cold,
In cooling breezes, flowing wells,
Now as of old.

3. Wherever freedom reigns,
Where sin is overthrown,
Where justice fused with mercy rules,
There You are known.
Give us the courage clear
To make the earth a home
For all to live in harmony
In Christ's shalom.

2. Where faithfulness is shown,
Where love and truth abound,
Where beauty graces human life,
There You are found.
Inspirer of all thought!
Creative force of art!
The melody on every tongue,
In every heart!

4. Your word commands response
And summons us to life.
We follow, strengthened by Your grace,
In calm or strife.
Our ever-present help,
Our challenge and our prod,
We praise You now and to life's end
Eternal God.

Wherever I May Wander
Wherever I may wander,
Wherever I may be,
I’m certain of my Maker’s love;
God’s care is over me.
God made the great high mountains,
And made the wide blue sea;
God made the sky where airplanes fly;
God made the world, and me.
Throughout the whole creation
I see God’s loving care
For everyone in every land,
God’s children everywhere.
Wherever I may wander,
Wherever I may be,
I’m certain of my Maker’s love
God’s care is over me.

