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O God, Our Faithful God
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This hymn originally in German was written by Johann Heermann and titled “A Daily Prayer.” It was
published in Devoti Musica Hordis, Hauss- und Hertz-Musica (1630). Heermann (1585-1647) was born in
Raudten, Silesia, the youngest and only surviving child of five born to his parents. As a child, Heermann was
quite ill and his mother vowed if God would spare him, she would dedicate the child’s life to the ministry.

OPENING PRAYER (unison)
Almighty and most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in what we have done
and in what we have left undone.
We have not trusted in your goodness
and have allowed fear to rule us.
We have been silent when we should have spoken,
we have been deaf to the calls of the poor,
and unresponsive when we should have acted more decisively.
We have not lived with the same grace
that you have always shown us.
Forgive us and help us to serve you
by serving your world with generous spirits.
In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.

SERMON

Very Well

p. 392

Now to Your Table Spread

515

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE CHURCH (Visitors are kindly
requested to fill out one of the visitor’s cards in the pew and put it in the offering plate.)

OFFERING
OFFERTORY

Agnus Dei from Messe Besse

- Gabriel Faure

*DOXOLOGY (592) AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION
SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

(insert)
The congregation is invited to participate in the service as found in the insert
included in this order of service. (Please note that grape juice is on the outer circle
only and wine inside. We partake together after all have been served.)

COMMUNION VOLUNTARY
CLOSING PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors)
*HYMN

The Spacious Firmament on High

p. 16
insert

Joseph Addison (1672-1719) was an English poet, politician, public official, and essayist, major
contributor to The Spectator, 1711-12, for which he furnished 274 of the 555 daily issues. This hymn
has been in all editions of the Protestant Episcopal Hymnal since 1789.

BENEDICTION

ASSURANCE OF PARDON AND *GLORIA PATRI (579)
Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5-12

Job 1:1, 2:1-10

The author is editor and executive secretary of the New Zealand Hymnbook Trust and in addition to
being a pianist and organist, has served with Amnesty International, and a research unit of the New
Zealand Parliament’s Labor party. The tune was composed for the text of hymn #76 in 1918 by John
Ireland on the back of a menu, during a lunch when a friend passed him a poem, asking that he write
a tune for it. Ireland was an organist and prolific composer in England.

The presence of God is love and peace.
Grant us the gifts of faith and service.
Be with us, O Lord, in our work and home.
Stay with us and be our help in all times.

FIRST LESSON

SECOND LESSON

*HYMN

OPENING WORDS (responsive)

*HYMN
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Our hymnal has a whole section of Psalms, and this hymn is a second setting of Psalm 8, slightly
adapted from the 1912 The Psalter, which was a work of a joint committee of churches representing
the Reformed tradition in the U.S. and Canada. Johann Freylinghauseen, an early 18th century
German theologian and pastor, wrote the tune for his hymnal, which was a forerunner of one edited
by J.S. Bach.

Vermont’s Colonial Shrine: Welcoming all to share God’s light,
and proclaiming God’s embracing love since 1806

PRELUDE

Lord, Our Lord, Thy Glorious Name

p. 970

POSTLUDE

Joy in God

- Richard Blake
* Stand if able

W e welcome all visitors and hope you will return! Please fill
out a visitor’s card found in the pew and be sure to identify
yourself so we can present you with a gift bag.
Deacons on call this month are Janet Andrea and Pat Guerrero. Ushers, greeters
and Communion servers for today’s service are Janet Andrea and Marsha
Pilachowski.
Please join us after worship today for coffee hour in the Narthex provided by
Pat Ross.
Thank you to Betsy Ehrenfreund for providing flowers for worship today. If
you would like to host coffee hour or provide flowers some Sunday please sign
up on the BLOG.
UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS: (All meetings are open to members of the church)
Choir practice, Sunday mornings, 9:30 AM in the choir loft
10/18: Deacon meeting, 4:00 PM, church parlor and remotely
10/18: Trustee meeting, 5:30 PM, church parlor and remotely
10/24: Harvest Meal at the Barn, following worship
OPEN CHURCH NEEDS YOUR HELP! “Leaf peeper” season is in full swing
and Open Church needs your help! Our goal is to have the doors open on a
daily basis so that tourists can have the experience of walking into the church,
meet a welcoming guide, learn a little history, have the opportunity to buy
something from our giftshop and hopefully drop a donation in the box. Open
Church is a type of fundraiser that is much needed to help maintain our
building and programs and we can’t do it without the help of many. If you
would like to be that welcoming face at the door and have a couple hours to
spare on a certain day each week or fill in here and there, we encourage you to
fill out the enclosed BLOG or contact the Open Church team: Betsy
Ehrenfreund, Vicky Prints or Jane Radocchia.
If you are interested in discussing matters of faith and want to inquire about
Christian membership in the church, please contact Rev. Clarke. We welcome
the chance to have you join us in our historic, but active-in-the-world,
community of faith!
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O God, Our Faithful God
1). O God, our faithful God,
O fountain ever flowing,
without whom nothing is,
all perfect gifts bestowing,
grand us a faithful life,
and give us, Lord, within
commitment free from strife,
a soul unhurt by sin.

2). God, grant us strength to do
with ready heart and willing,
whatever You command,
our calling here fulfilling;
And do it when we ought,
with zeal and joyfulness;
And bless the work we’ve wrought,
for You must give success.

It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in
bringing many children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation
perfect through sufferings. For the one who sanctifies and those who are
sanctified all have one Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call
them brothers and sisters, saying, “I will proclaim your name to my brothers
and sisters, in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.”

Lord, Our Lord, Thy Glorious Name
(verses 1, 3-4)

3). If dangers gather round,
still keep us calm and fearless;
Help us to bear the cross
when life is bleak and cheerless,
to overcome our foes
with words and actions kind;
O God, Your will disclose,
Your counsel let us find.

FIRST LESSON

1. Lord, our Lord, thy glorious Name
All thy wondrous works proclaim;
In the heavens with radiant signs
Evermore thy glory shines.
3. Moon and stars in shining height
Nightly tell their Maker's might;
Human strength cannot compare
With the glory present there.

Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5-12

4. What are we that we should be
Loved and visited by Thee,
Raised to an exalted height,
Crowned with honor in Thy sight?

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the
prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he
appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. He is
the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and
he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification
for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,
having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is
more excellent than theirs.
Now God did not subject the coming world, about which we are speaking, to
angels. But someone has testified somewhere, “What are human beings that
you are mindful of them, or mortals, that you care for them? You have made
them for a little while lower than the angels; you have crowned them with
glory and honor, subjecting all things under their feet.” Now in subjecting all
things to them, God left nothing outside their control. As it is, we do not yet
see everything in subjection to them, but we do see Jesus, who for a little
while was made lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor
because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste
death for everyone.

SECOND LESSON

Job 1:1, 2:1-10

There was once a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job. That man
was blameless and upright, one who feared God and turned away from evil.
One day the heavenly beings came to present themselves before
the LORD, and Satan also came among them to present himself before
the LORD. The LORD said to Satan, “Where have you come from?” Satan
answered the LORD, “From going to and fro on the earth, and from
walking up and down on it.” The LORD said to Satan, “Have you
considered my servant Job? There is no one like him on the earth, a
blameless and upright man who fears God and turns away from evil. He
still persists in his integrity, although you incited me against him, to
destroy him for no reason.” Then Satan answered the LORD, “Skin for

skin! All that people have they will give to save their lives. But stretch out
your hand now and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse you to
your face.” The LORD said to Satan, “Very well, he is in your power; only
spare his life.”
So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD, and inflicted loathsome
sores on Job from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head. Job took a
potsherd with which to scrape himself, and sat among the ashes. Then his
wife said to him, “Do you still persist in your integrity? Curse God, and
die.” But he said to her, “You speak as any foolish woman would speak.
Shall we receive the good at the hand of God, and not receive the bad?” In
all this Job did not sin with his lips.

Now to Your Table Spread
Now to Your table spread
we come, each one in faith
that You alone provide the words of life or death:
in wine and bread,
in promised food
we find Your loving heart, O God.
Hands of the world stretch out
Your mystery to touch
in longing to believe a truth beyond our reach,
to sing in joy,
to cry in grief,
to know Your meaning for our life.
Here is our common wealth
in sharing what is good,
as though all humankind around one table stood,
this bread to break,
this wine to taste:
one people in the name of Christ.

The Spacious Firmament on High
1). The spacious firmament on high,
with all the blue ethereal sky,
and spangled heavens, a shining frame,
their great Original proclaim.
The unwearied sun from day to day
does his Creator's power display,
and publishes to every land
the work of an almighty hand.

2). Soon as the evening shades prevail
the moon takes up the wondrous tale,
and nightly to the listening earth
repeats the story of her birth;
whilst all the stars that round her burn,
and all the planets in their turn,
confirm the tidings, as they roll,
and spread the truth from pole to pole.

3). What though in solemn silence all
move round the dark terrestrial ball?
What though no real voice nor sound
amid their radiant orbs be found?
In reason's ear they all rejoice,
and utter forth a glorious voice,
forever singing as they shine,
“The hand that made us is divine.”

