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SECOND LESSON

BENNINGTON, VERMONT
Vermont’s Colonial Shrine: Welcoming all to share God’s light,
and proclaiming God’s embracing love since 1806

SERMON
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*HYMN

Preludio

- C. Adolfo bossi

O Lord, in your light we see light.
By your love our world is made new.
Let us sing with thanks and praise to God.
Your faithfulness extends to all creation.
Morning Has Broken

Gracious Words
Stand Up and Bless the Lord
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE CHURCH (Visitors are kindly
requested to fill out one of the visitor’s cards in the pew and put it in the offering plate.)

OPENING WORDS (responsive)

*HYMN

p. 835

James Montgomery, who was the century’s most famous non-clergy hymn writer, wrote the text in
1824. He established hymn studies in England through an essay on Watts, Wesley and other
hymnists of the day. He was the son of Moravian missionaries and a printer by trade. Six of his
hymns are in our hymnal, e.g., Angels from the Realms of Glory and Go to Dark Gethsemane.
Charles Lockhart composed the tune, which was eventually named after Carlisle Chapel, now Holy
Trinity Church, London.

J A N U A R Y 30, 2022

PRELUDE

Luke 4:21-30

OFFERING
OFFERTORY
Where Love is Found
*DOXOLOGY (592) AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION
469

Eleanor Farjeon, the author of nursery rhymes and singing games, wrote the text for this
tune. It was first published in 1931. A more recent popular recording by Cat Stevens made
the song popular in this country. Bunessan is a Gaelic melody first published in 1888. The
present arrangement was made for the Christian Reformed Church hymnal in 1985.

OPENING PRAYER (unison)
O Lord our God, you know us better than we know ourselves. As we come
before you now, believers and doubters alike, we all share a deep need, for
we are all lost without your grace. Search us, O God, and know our hearts,
test us and know our troubled thoughts. Give us true repentance. Forgive
us all our wrongs. Transform us by your Spirit to live for you each day, to
learn to serve each other and, through your grace to come at last to
heaven. This we pray in Jesus' name, Amen.

- Dan Schutte

CLOSING PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors)
*HYMN

p. 16

Live into Hope
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The text was written for the United Presbyterian Women’s national meeting in 1976 and is based on
Luke 4:16-20. It was Huber’s first hymn. Huber writes new words to familiar tunes and has worked
with Presbyterian Women and the Social Justice and Peacemaking Ministry Unit of the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.). The tune was first published as a setting in 1789 of an Isaac Watts text; but it is
now probably best known as “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates.”

BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Postlude on Thornbury

- Charles Callahan

ASSURANCE OF PARDON AND *GLORIA PATRI (579)
FIRST LESSON
*HYMN

* Stand if able

1 Corinthians 13:1-13
As Morning Dawns

p. 934
161

The text is a new paraphrase of Psalm 5 by Fred R. Anderson. It was first published in Singing
Psalms of Joy and Praise (1986).

W e welcome all visitors and hope you will return! Please fill
out a visitor’s card found in the pew and be sure to identify
yourself so we can present you with a gift bag.

Deacons on call this month are Pat Guerrero and Laurel Varker. Ushers and
greeters for today’s service are Dave and Laurel Varker.
Please join us after worship today for coffee hour in the Narthex provided by
Marsha Pilachowski and Jane Radocchia.

ANNUAL MEETING WARNING: The Church Council has set the Annual
Meeting date for Sunday, February 6 to be held in the church sanctuary
following worship and a brief (but “beefed up”) coffee hour. It will be a time to
receive reports from advocates and boards as well as a report from the nominating
committee electing people to various responsibilities within the life of the church.
All members of the church are encouraged to attend this important meeting.
Annual Reports are available on the glass-top table for members to take home
for review. Please bring your copy back for the meeting next Sunday.
UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS: (All meetings are open to members of the church)
Choir practice, Sunday mornings, 9:30 AM in the choir loft
2/6: Annual Meeting, following worship in the church sanctuary
2/15: Deacon’s meeting, 4:00 PM in the church parlor and remote
2/15: Trustee’s meeting, 5:30 PM in the church parlor and remote
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ANNUAL LENTEN DEVOTIONAL BOOKLET: Submissions for our
Meditations for Lent booklet, by and for members and friends of Old First Church,
are being accepted. Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, March 2. The deadline for
submissions is February 16th. Email is the best way to get it to the church office.
The devotionals are printed on a half-sheet of 8 ½ x 11” paper so please keep your
selections brief.
TH

If you are interested in discussing matters of faith and want to inquire about Christian
membership in the church, please contact Rev. Clarke. We welcome the chance to
have you join us in our historic, but active-in-the-world, community of faith!
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Morning Has Broken
Morning has broken like the first morning,
Blackbird has spoken like the first bird.
Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning!
Praise for them, springing fresh from the Word!
Sweet the rain's new fall sunlit from heaven,
Like the first dew fall on the first grass.
Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden,
Sprung in completeness where God’s feet pass.
Mine is the sunlight! Mine is the morning
Born of the one light Eden saw play!
Praise with elation, praise every morning,
God’s recreation of the new day!

As Morning Dawns
1. As morning dawns, Lord, hear our cry. 3. Your steadfast love shall welcome all
O sovereign God, now hear our sigh.
Who seek Your house an on You call.
As first light brings the sun’s warm rays,
O lead us, Lord, in righteousness,
Accept our sacrifice of praise.
As through this day Your name we bless.
2. Before You, Lord, the wicked fall,
And none shall dwell within Your hall.
The proud shall never gain a place,
Nor evil live to see Your face.

SECOND LESSON
FIRST LESSON

1 Corinthians 13:1- 13

If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am
a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and
understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to
remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. If I give away all my
possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but do not have
love, I gain nothing.
Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or
rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does
not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things,
believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for
tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. For we
know only in part, and we prophesy only in part; but when the complete
comes, the partial will come to an end. When I was a child, I spoke like a
child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, I
put an end to childish ways. For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we
will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as
I have been fully known. And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three;
and the greatest of these is love.

4. Let all who seek You then rejoice,
And sing to You with joyful voice.
For You shall bless the righteous, Lord.
Forever be Your name adored.

Luke 4:21-30

Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in
your hearing.” All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious
words that came from his mouth. They said, “Is not this Joseph’s
son?” He said to them, “Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb,
‘Doctor, cure yourself!’ And you will say, ‘Do here also in your
hometown the things that we have heard you did at Capernaum.’” And he
said, “Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in the prophet’s
hometown. But the truth is, there were many widows in Israel in the time
of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, and
there was a severe famine over all the land; yet Elijah was sent to none of
them except to a widow at Zarephath in Sidon. There were also many
lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was
cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.” When they heard this, all in the
synagogue were filled with rage. They got up, drove him out of the town,
and led him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that
they might hurl him off the cliff. But he passed through the midst of them
and went on his way.

Stand Up and Bless the Lord

Live Into Hope

Stand up and bless the Lord,
ye people of God’s choice;
stand up and bless the Lord your God
with heart and soul and voice.

Live into hope of captives freed,
Of sight regained, the end of greed.
The oppressed shall be the first to see
The year of God's own jubilee!

Though high above all praise,
above all blessing high,
who would not fear God’s holy name,
and laud and magnify?

Live into hope the blind shall see
With insight and with clarity,
Removing shades of pride and fear
A vision of our God brought near.

O for the living flame
from God’s own altar brought,
to touch our lips, our minds inspire,
and wing to heaven our thought!

Live into hope of liberty,
The right to speak, the right to be,
The right to have one’s daily bread,
To hear God’s word and thus be fed.

God is our strength and song,
now is salvation ours;
then be God’s love in Christ proclaimed
with all our ransomed powers.
Stand up and bless the Lord;
the Lord your God adore;
stand up and bless God’s glorious name,
henceforth for evermore.

Live into hope of captives freed
From chains of fear or want or greed.
God now proclaims our full release
To faith and hope and joy and peace.

