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Vermont’s Colonial Shrine: Welcoming all to share God’s light,
and proclaiming God’s embracing love since 1806

- Franz Joseph Haydn

O Lord our God,
you know us better than we know ourselves.
As we come before you now,
believers and doubters alike,
we all share a deep need,
for we are all lost without your grace.
Search us, O God, and know our hearts,
test us and know our troubled thoughts.
Give us true repentance.
Forgive us all our wrongs.
Transform us by your Spirit to live for you each day,
to learn to serve each other
and, through the grace of Jesus Christ our Lord,
to come at last to heaven. This we pray in Jesus' name. Amen.
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“Do Not Go Gentle Into That Good Night” - Dylan Thomas

*HYMN

The text was written in 1907 when Henry van Dyke was guest preacher at Williams College. He said
it should be sung to this tune, from Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony. Beethoven’s original rhythm for
the 12th and 13th measures has been restored in our hymnal.

OPENING PRAYER (unison)

READING
SERMON

God's goodness is over all creation.
Let us give thanks and praise.
In love and compassion God's spirit is known.
Let us offer prayers of peace and goodwill.
Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee

Psalm 16

REFLECTIONS OF THE LIFE OF JOHN HILL

OPENING WORDS (responsive)

*HYMN

My Shepherd Will Supply My Need
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Watts’ collection including this hymn was first published in the U.S. by Benjamin Franklin in 1729.
The tune is American folk; the harmonizer is on the faculty of Dordt College in Iowa
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PRELUDE

Luke 9:51-62

Toward Jerusalem
Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life
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The words were written by Frank Mason North at the request of a member of the commission for the
1905 Methodist Hymnal, who asked North to write a hymn with a missionary theme. North, a
Methodist minister and editor of The Christian City magazine, at first protested that he couldn’t
write hymns. William Gardiner, who introduced many German tunes to English hymnody in the 19th
century, published the tune in Sacred Melodies from Haydn, Mozart and Beethoven. He said he
found it in Beethoven’s works, but could not tell where in Beethoven he found it!

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE CHURCH (Visitors are kindly
requested to fill out one of the visitor’s cards in the pew and put it in the offering plate.)

OFFERING
OFFERTORY

A Time for All Things

- Douglas E. Wagner

*DOXOLOGY (592) AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION
CLOSING PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors)
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*HYMN
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When in Our Music God Is Glorified

The hymn text is by Fred Pratt Green, who has been credited with starting the twentieth century’s
hymn explosion. It was written at the request of John Wilson, who wanted a hymn for a Festival of
praise or choir anniversary set to the tune ENGLEBERG.

BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Postlude on Darwall's 148th

- Charles Callahan
* Stand if able

W e welcome all visitors and hope you will return! Please fill
out a visitor’s card found in the pew and be sure to identify
yourself so we can present you with a gift bag.

Deacon on call this month is Sandy Bechtel and Mary Elizabeth Groupé. Ushers
and greeters for today’s service are Dave and Marsha Pilachowski.

Please join us after worship today for our annual Picnic on the Green.
The Choir of Old First Church celebrates its final Sunday of the 2021-22
season this morning, having led congregational singing and provided anthems
each Sunday, September through June. Our thanks to our Organist and Choir
Director Gene Marie Callahan and choir members John Carson, Lucy Gardner
Carson, Jim Dilley, Susan Kachmar and Carol Poppe. Special thanks to Mary
Elizabeth Groupé for providing intermittent musical accompaniment.
CHURCH DIRECTORY: Cynthia Locklin will be taking photos for our new
directory this afternoon. Photos will be taken outdoors weather permitting. For
those not able to attend the photo sessions in June, we will accept your own
photo by email. Please note that we cannot modify your submitted photo and
they will be printed as is.
If you are interested in discussing matters of faith and want to inquire about
Christian membership in the church, please contact Rev. Clarke. We welcome
the chance to have you join us in our historic, but active-in-the-world,
community of faith!

We switch to our summer worship schedule of 10:00 a.m.
next Sunday, July 3
F IRST CONGREGAT IONAL CHURC H
(OLD FIRST CHURCH)
1 Monument Circle ● Old Bennington, Vermont 05201 ● (802) 447-1223
office@oldfirst.comcastbiz.net ● www.oldfirstchurchbenn.org

Health note: Indoor air is constantly exchanged with fresh air with a LifeBreath circulation
system operating during the service to maintain the healthiest standards for public gathering.
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My Shepherd Will Supply My Need

Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee
Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee,
God of glory, Lord of love;
Hearts unfold like flowers before Thee,
Opening to the sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness;
Drive the gloom of doubt away;
Giver of immortal gladness,
Fill us with the light of day.
All Thy works with joy surround Thee,
Earth and heaven reflect Thy rays,
Stars and angels sing around Thee,
Center of unbroken praise.
Field and forest, vale and mountain,
Flowery meadow, flashing sea,
Chanting bird and flowing fountain,
Call us to rejoice in Thee.
Mortals, join the happy chorus
Which the morning stars began;
Lord divine is reigning o’er us,
Joining all in heaven’s plan.
Ever singing, march we onward,
Victors in the midst of strife,
Joyful music leads us sunward
In the triumph song of life.
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Luke 9:51-62

When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to
Jerusalem. And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village
of the Samaritans to make ready for him; but they did not receive him, because his
face was set toward Jerusalem. When his disciples James and John saw it, they said,
“Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume
them?” But he turned and rebuked them. Then they went on to another village.
As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever
you go.” And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests;
but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” To another he said, “Follow me.”
But he said, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” But Jesus said to him, “Let
the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of
God.” Another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at
my home.” Jesus said to him, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is
fit for the kingdom of God.”

1. My Shepherd will supply my need;
Jehovah is His name:
In pastures fresh He makes me feed,
Beside the living stream.
He brings my wandering spirit back,
When I forsake His ways;
And leads me, for His mercy’s sake,
In paths of truth and grace.

2. When I walk through the shades of death
Your presence is my stay;
One word of Your supporting breath
Drives all my fears away.
Your hand, in sight of all my foes,
Does still my table spread;
My cup with blessings over flows,
Your oil anoints my head.

3. The sure provisions of my God
Attend me all my days;
O may Your House be my abode,
And all my work be praise.
There would I find a settled rest,
While others go and come;
No more a stranger, or a guest,
But like a child at home.
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Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge.
I say to the LORD, “You are my Lord; I have no good apart from you.”
As for the holy ones in the land, they are the noble, in whom is all my delight.
Those who choose another god multiply their sorrows; their drink offerings of
blood I will not pour out or take their names upon my lips.
The LORD is my chosen portion and my cup; you hold my lot.
The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; I have a goodly
heritage.
I bless the LORD who gives me counsel; in the night also my heart instructs me.
I keep the LORD always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not be
moved.
Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices; my body also rests secure.
For you do not give me up to Sheol, or let your faithful one see the Pit.
You show me the path of life. In your presence there is fullness of joy; in your
right hand are pleasures forevermore.

Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life
Where cross the crowded ways of life,
Where sound the cries of race and clan,
Above the noise of selfish strife,
We hear Thy voice, O Son of Man.
In haunts of wretchedness and need,
On shadowed thresholds fraught with fears,
From paths where hide the lures of greed,
We catch the vision of Thy tears.
From tender childhood’s helplessness,
From human grief and burdened toil,
From famished souls, from sorrow’s stress,
Thy heart has never known recoil.
The cup of water given for Thee
Still holds the freshness of Thy grace;
Yet long these multitudes to see
The sweet compassion of Thy face.
O Master, from the mountainside,
Make haste to heal these hearts of pain;
Among these restless throngs abide,
O tread the city’s streets again;
Till all the world shall learn Thy love,
And follow where Thy feet have trod;
Till glorious from Thy heaven above
Shall come the city of our God.

When in Our Music God Is Glorified
When in our music God is glorified,
And adoration leaves no room for pride,
It is as though the whole creation cried: Alleluia!
How often, making music, we have found
A new dimension in the world of sound,
As worship moved us to a more profound Alleluia!
So has the church, in liturgy and song,
In faith and love, through centuries of wrong,
Borne witness to the truth in every tongue: Alleluia!
Let every instrument be tuned for praise!
Let all rejoice who have a voice to raise!
And may God give us faith to sing always: Alleluia! Amen.

