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PRELUDE                 Vater unser in Himmelreich    BuxWV 207, D. Buxtehude      
                                    “Our Father Who Art in Heaven” 
 

OPENING WORDS (responsive) 
  We delight in God's word. 
     Let us listen for the spirit's voice. 
  Let us give praise for all good things. 
     God's promised love is sure and unfailing. 
 

*HYMN                  Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun                      456 
Thomas Ken (1637-1711) was born at Little Berkhampstead, Hertfordshire, England, but went to live with his 
brother-in-law, Isaak Walton, after his parents died when Ken was nine years old. He was educated at 
Winchester and New College, Oxford. He was curate for Little Easton in Essex for three years after his 
ordination in 1662 and served for one year as a domestic chaplain to Bishop Morley. King James II of England 
declared the author of this hymn, Thomas Ken, the most eloquent preacher among Protestants of his time.           
 

OPENING PRAYER (unison) 
Lord, let us not dwell in the past, 
nor worry about the future. 
We cannot undo what is done. 
We cannot foresee what will come. 
Let us instead dwell in your peace, 
love and be loved, 
heal and be healed. 
We give the past to you 
and rest in your forgiveness. 
We give the future to you 
and rest in your love. 
We live in your light, 
open our eyes that we may see. 
We live in your love, 
let your love flow through us, 
to the fulfillment of your kingdom.  
In Jesus' name we pray, Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON AND *GLORIA PATRI (579) 
 

FIRST LESSON                         Luke 14:1, 7-14                                  p. 849 
 

*HYMN                            Let the Whole Creation Cry                       256 
This hymn is based on Psalm 148. The liberal views of the author, Stopford Brooke, a priest in 
Ireland and London, led him to leave the Anglican church in 1880. Jacob Hintze, town musician of 
Barnam, Germany, may have written the tune, first published in 1678.  J. S. Bach harmonized it. 
 

SECOND LESSON                Jeremiah 2:4-13                                p. 610 
 

SERMON                       Cisterns for Ourselves  
 

*HYMN                    Eternal Light, Shine in My Heart                    340 
The Latin text of this hymn is from a prayer attributed to Alcuin (c. 735-804). Born in Northumbria, 
he was educated at the Cathedral school in York, where he spent most of his life. He became master 
of the school in 766 and at the time of his death was abbot of the monastery of St. Martin at Tours. 
Alcuin was a counselor and cultural adviser to Charlemagne and inspired the Carolingian 
Renaissance. He revised the Roman lectionary in Gaul and composed votive masses. He is also 
credited with the introduction of the Feast of All Saints. 
  
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE CHURCH (Visitors are kindly 
requested to fill out one of the visitor’s cards in the pew and put it in the offering plate.)  
 

OFFERING                                        
OFFERTORY           Wenn wir in höchsten Nöten sein   BWV 641, J. S. Bach 
                                           “When in the Hour of Utmost Need” 
  

*DOXOLOGY (592) AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

CLOSING PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors)               p. 16 
 

*HYMN                    There's a Wideness in God's Mercy                298 
This hymn (one of 150) by Frederick Faber was part of a larger hymn, Souls of Men, Why Will Ye 
Scatter? Born to Calvinist parents in Yorkshire in 1814, he was strongly influenced by John Henry 
Newman and was ordained an Anglican priest, and then a Roman Catholic priest. The tune is a 
Dutch melody from the early 18th century. Julius Röntgen was born in 1855 and studied in Leipzig, 
moved to Amsterdam, and harmonized and published this tune when he was a music professor and 
conductor there.   
 

BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE                  Ein feste Burg ist unser Gott   BuxWV 184, Buxtehude 
                                             “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” 
 

* Stand if able 



We extend a warm welcome to our guests and visitors and we 

are delighted to have you worship with us. Please fill out a 
visitor’s card found in the pew and be sure to identify yourself 

so we can present you with a gift bag. 
 
 
We will be returning to regular worship hour of 11:00 AM NEXT Sunday, 
September 4. Choir practice will also resume on that day at 9:45 AM. 
 
Deacons on call this month are Sandy Bechtel and Bill Gordon. Ushers and 
greeters for today’s service are Donna Jones and Samuel Jones.  
 
Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in the foyer after the service. Our 
thanks to Anastasia and Fischer Gauthier for providing coffee hour this morning. 
Pat and Larry Ross assisting with set up.   
 
Flowers for worship are provided by John Meyer in memory of his beloved Isobel. 
 

OPEN CHURCH NEEDS YOUR HELP!  Old First Church is currently positioned at 
#4 of 15 “Things to Do in Bennington” on the Trip Advisor website. Just a few 
years ago, we were at the top of that list! While #4 is not a bad place to be in, it 
tells us that visitors are finding our doors closed and are not writing about their 
experience of walking into the church, meeting a welcoming guide and learning 
about the history. They are also not given the chance to buy something from our 
little gift shop, nor give a donation which helps maintain our magnificent building 
and programs. Open Church is a type of outreach that is much needed and we 
can’t do it without the help of many. If you would like to be that welcoming face 
at the door and have a couple hours to spare on a certain day each week or fill in 
here and there, we encourage you to contact Betsy Ehrenfreund, Vicky Printz, 
Jane Radocchia or the church office. 
 
If you are interested in discussing matters of faith and want to inquire about Christian 
membership in the church, please contact Rev. Clarke. We welcome the chance to 
have you join us in our historic, but active-in-the-world, community of faith!  

   
Health note: Indoor air is constantly exchanged with fresh air with a LifeBreath 

circulation system operating during the service to maintain the healthiest standards 
for public gathering. 

 

 
 
 

FF II RR SS TT   CC OO NN GG RR EE GG AA TT II OO NN AA LL   CC HH UU RR CC HH   
( O L D  F I R S T  C H U R C H )  

VT RTE. 9 AND MONUMENT AVENUE 
OLD BENNINGTON, VERMONT 

 

 
 

M A I L I N G  A D D R E S S  &  C O N T A C T  I N F O R M A T I O N  
1 MONUMENT CIRCLE   ●   BENNINGTON, VERMONT 05201   ●    (802) 447-1223 

office@oldfirst.comcastbiz.net   ●   www.oldfirstchurchbenn.org 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
  

 
 

 

 
Gathered 1762  

 



 
Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun    

                    
Awake, my soul, and with the sun  
your daily stage of duty run; 
Shake off dull sloth, and joyful rise 
To pay your morning sacrifice. 
 
Lord, I my vows to You renew. 
Disperse my sins as morning dew; 
Guard my first springs of thought and will, 
And with Yourself my spirit fill. 
 
Direct, control, suggest, this day, 
All I design or do or say; 
That all my powers, with all their might, 
in Your sole glory may unite. 

 
 

FIRST LESSON                     Luke 14:1, 7-14 
On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the 
Pharisees to eat a meal on the sabbath, they were watching him 
closely. 
 
When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told 
them a parable. “When you are invited by someone to a wedding 
banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case someone more 
distinguished than you has been invited by your host; and the host who 
invited both of you may come and say to you, ‘Give this person your 
place,’ and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest 
place. But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, 
so that when your host comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up 
higher’; then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the 
table with you. For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and 
those who humble themselves will be exalted.” He said also to the one 
who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not 
invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, 
in case they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. But 
when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and 
the blind. And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for 
you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 

           
Let the Whole Creation Cry          
                   

Let the whole creation cry, 
"Glory to the Lord on high." 
Heaven and earth, awake and sing, 
"God is our eternal King." 
Praise God, all ye hosts above, 
ever shining forth in love; 
sun and moon, uplift your voice; 
night and stars, in God rejoice! 

 
Men and women, young and old, 
raise the anthem manifold; 
join with children's song of praise 
worship God through length of days. 
From the north to southern pole 
let the mighty chorus roll: 
“Holy, holy, holy One, 
glory be to God alone!” 

 
 
SECOND LESSON                                 Jeremiah 2:4-13 
 

Hear the word of the LORD, O house of Jacob, and all the families of the 
house of Israel. Thus says the LORD: What wrong did your ancestors find in 
me that they went far from me, and went after worthless things, and became 
worthless themselves? They did not say, “Where is the LORD who brought us 
up from the land of Egypt, who led us in the wilderness, in a land of deserts 
and pits, in a land of drought and deep darkness, in a land that no one passes 
through, where no one lives?” I brought you into a plentiful land to eat its 
fruits and its good things. But when you entered you defiled my land, and 
made my heritage an abomination. The priests did not say, “Where is 
the LORD?” Those who handle the law did not know me; the rulers 
transgressed against me; the prophets prophesied by Baal, and went after 
things that do not profit. 
 
Therefore once more I accuse you, says the LORD, and I accuse your 
children’s children. Cross to the coasts of Cyprus and look, send to Kedar and 
examine with care; see if there has ever been such a thing. Has a nation 
changed its gods, even though they are no gods? But my people have changed 
their glory for something that does not profit. Be appalled, O heavens, at this, 
be shocked, be utterly desolate, says the LORD, for my people have committed 
two evils: they have forsaken me, the fountain of living water, and dug out 
cisterns for themselves, cracked cisterns that can hold no water. 



              
            Eternal Light, Shine in My Heart  
 

Eternal light, shine in my heart; 
eternal hope, lift up my eyes; 
eternal power, be my support; 
eternal wisdom, make me wise. 
 
Eternal life, raise me from death; 
eternal brightness, help me see; 
eternal Spirit, give me breath; 
eternal Savior, come to me: 
 
Until by Your most costly grace, 
invited by Your holy word, 
at last I come before Your face 
to know You, my eternal God. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 

 
There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 
Like the wideness of the sea; 
There’s a kindness in God’s justice, 
Wish is more than liberty. 
There is no place where earth’s sorrows 
Are more felt than up in heaven; 
There is no place where earth’s failings 
Have such kindly judgement given. 
 
For the love of God is broader 
Than the measures of the mind; 
And the heart of the Eternal 
Is most wonderfully kind. 
If our love were but more faithful, 
We would gladly trust God’s Word; 
And our lives reflect thanksgiving  
For the goodness of our Lord. 

 
      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 

 

 


