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PRELUDE                                    Musette                              - Michel Corrette 
     
OPENING WORDS (responsive) 
   God is our refuge and strength 
      A very present help in trouble. 
   Therefore we will not fear. 
      Draw near and call on the Lord. 
 

*HYMN                   Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty                      482 
The text’s author, Joachim Neander, took the Calvinist faith seriously but also lived a “rather unruly 
existence” before his pastor and others influenced him to make some changes in his life. In 1674 he 
became a grammar school headmaster. 66 of his hymn texts were published in 1691. The valley 
Neanderthal, where he took long walks, was named in his honor (and was where the famous skeleton 
was discovered 200 years later in 1856). The tune may have had secular origins but was used by J.S. 
Bach in three cantatas and an organ setting, as well as Neander’s hymn. 
 

OPENING PRAYER (unison) 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth: 
 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, 
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,  
Born of the Virgin Mary, 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
Was crucified, dead, and buried: 
He descended into hell; 
The third day he rose again from the dead; 
He ascended into heaven, 
And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; 
The holy Catholick Church; 
The Communion of Saints; 

The Forgiveness of sins; 
The Resurrection of the body, 
And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON AND *GLORIA PATRI (579) 
 

FIRST LESSON                      Genesis 32:22-31                                    p. 26 
 
*HYMN                    How Happy Is Each Child of God                    239 
The text is a paraphrase of Psalm 128 by Dwyn M. Mounger.  While a pastor in Valdosta, Georgia, Mounger 
tried to remain faithful to the Common Lectionary’s choice of Psalms and scripture lessons for Sundays. 
There were psalms that The Hymnbook (1955) did not have either to be read responsively or to be sung.  He 
and his associate began to paraphrase the psalms and set them to familiar tunes. This text was one of those 
paraphrases. It became a favorite of the congregation and was sung on Christian Family Sunday every year. 
 

SECOND LESSON               Luke 18:1-8                                       p. 853 
 

SERMON                              To Prevail          
 

*HYMN                           Holy Spirit, Truth Divine                            321 
This text was written by Samuel Longfellow and first published in his Hymns of the Spirit (1864), 
where it was subtitled “The Holy Spirit Desired.” Samuel Longfellow (1819-1892) was born in 
Portland, ME and educated at Harvard College and Divinity School. He was ordained a Unitarian 
minister and served in churches in Fall River, MA; Brooklyn, NY; and Germantown, PA. The 
intervening years he spent as a freelance preacher, writer, and editor. His intermittent pastorates 
were caused largely by poor health. Longfellow moved to “Craigie House” to write the Life of Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow (1886), his older brother, and Final Memorials of H.W. Longfellow (1887).    
  
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE CHURCH (Visitors are kindly 
requested to fill out one of the visitor’s cards in the pew and put it in the offering plate.)  
 

OFFERING                                        
OFFERTORY                        Day by Day                               - Martin How        
*DOXOLOGY (592) AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

CLOSING PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors)               p. 16 
 

*HYMN                 Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound            280 
(vs. 1-3) 

The text was written for the people of Olney, Buckinghamshire, England by the pastor. In 1748 he 
had been captain of a slave ship, where a storm at sea brought a spiritual awakening. The tune’s 
origin is unknown, but it may be based on an African melody. 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE                                      Postlude                             - J. H. Knecht 



 
* Stand if able 

 
 

We extend a warm welcome to our guests and visitors and we 

are delighted to have you worship with us. Please fill out a 
visitor’s card found in the pew and be sure to identify yourself 

so we can present you with a gift bag. 
 
 
Deacons on call this month are Bill Gordon and Jeannette Lesser. Ushers and 
greeters for today’s service are Jeannette Lesser and Amy Tronsen.  
 
Pumpkins and gourds provided by Jonathan Filkins. 
 
Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in the foyer after the service.  
Our thanks to Audrey Pietrucha for providing coffee hour this morning and to 
Pat and Larry Ross for setting up. 

 
UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS: (All meetings are open to members of the church)  
Choir practice, Sunday mornings, 9:30 AM in the choir loft 
10/16: Church directory photo shoot after worship (for those not previously taken) 
10/17: Deacon’s meeting, 4:00 PM, Barn 
10/17: Trustee meeting, 5:00 PM, church parlor 
10/23: Harvest Meal, following worship 
 
If you are interested in discussing matters of faith and want to inquire about 
Christian membership in the church, please contact Rev. Clarke. We welcome 
the chance to have you join us in our historic, but active-in-the-world, 
community of faith!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Health note: Indoor air is constantly exchanged with fresh air with a LifeBreath 
circulation system operating during the service to maintain the healthiest standards 

for public gathering. 
 
 
 

FF II RR SS TT   CC OO NN GG RR EE GG AA TT II OO NN AA LL   CC HH UU RR CC HH   
( O L D  F I R S T  C H U R C H )  

VT RTE. 9 AND MONUMENT AVENUE 
OLD BENNINGTON, VERMONT 

 
 
 

M A I L I N G  A D D R E S S  &  C O N T A C T  I N F O R M A T I O N  
1 MONUMENT CIRCLE   ●   BENNINGTON, VERMONT 05201   ●    (802) 447-1223 

office@oldfirst.comcastbiz.net   ●   www.oldfirstchurchbenn.org 
 
 

  
    
 
 
 
  

 
 

     
 
 

 
Gathered 1762  

 



 
Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty 

 

Praise ye the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise Him, for He is thy health and salvation! 
All ye who hear, now to His temple draw near; 
join me in glad adoration! 
 
Praise ye the Lord, who o’er all things so wondrously reigneth, 
shelters the under His wings, yea, so gently sustaineth! 
Hast thou not seen how thy desires e’er have been 
sent by his gracious ordaining?  
Granted in what He ordaineth? 
 
Praise ye the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him! 
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him! 
Let the amen sound from His people again; 
gladly for aye we adore Him. 

 
 
 

 
 
      

 
FIRST LESSON                 Genesis 32:22-31 
 

The same night he got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his 
eleven children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. He took them and sent 
them across the stream, and likewise everything that he had. 
 
Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. When the 
man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip 
socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. Then he 
said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you 
go, unless you bless me.” So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he 
said, “Jacob.” Then the man said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, but 
Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans, and have 
prevailed.” Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, 
“Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. So Jacob 
called the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, and yet my 
life is preserved.” The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping 
because of his hip. 

              
          How Happy Is Each Child of God 

 
How happy is each child of God 
Who walks within God’s ways! 
You’ll reap good fruit from honest work, 
And joy in life always. 
 
With fruitful spouse you’ll parent now 
Your children strong, adored; 
Like olive shoots they shall surround 
Your laden table board! 
 
How happy is the family 
Who honors God above! 
The Lord shall send all help and grace 
To bless your home with love. 
 
May God’s great peace, good health and joy 
Forever fill your home; 
May you and your descendants know 
Forever God’s shalom! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
SECOND LESSON                                 Luke 18:1-8 
 

Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to 
lose heart. He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared 
God nor had respect for people. In that city there was a widow who kept 
coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my opponent.’ For a 
while he refused; but later he said to himself, ‘Though I have no fear of God 
and no respect for anyone, yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I 
will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by continually 
coming.’” And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. And 
will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? 
Will he delay long in helping them? I tell you, he will quickly grant justice 
to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” 

         
 



Holy Spirit, Truth Divine 
 
Holy Spirit, truth divine, 
dawn upon this soul of mine; 
Word of God, and inward light, 
wake my spirit, clear my sight. 
 
Holy Spirit, love divine, 
glow within this heart of mine; 
kindle every high desire; 
perish self in Thy pure fire. 
 
Holy Spirit, power divine, 
fill and nerve this will of mine; 
by Thee may I strongly live, 
bravely bear, and nobly strive. 
 
Holy Spirit, right divine, 
make my conscience wholly Thine; 
Be my law, and I shall be 
firmly bound, forever free. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         Amazing Grace  
                                      
Amazing grace, how sweet the sound 
that saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now I am found, 
was blind, but now I see. 
 
'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
and grace my fears relieved; 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed! 
 
Through many dangers, toils, and snares, 
I have already come; 
“Tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 
And grace will lead me home. 

 

     
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 


