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PRELUDE                Schmucke dich, o Liebe Seele  - Johann Gottfried Walther                            
 
 

OPENING WORDS (responsive) 
   Let us give thanks to God with heart and voice. 
       May this time of prayer and praise refresh our souls. 
   God's wisdom gives peace and new perspective. 
        Let us rest in the love of God. 
 

*HYMN                  Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah                     281 
The text was written by the 18th century William Williams, known as the “Sweet Singer of Wales.” He was a 
deacon in the Church of England who identified with the Calvinist Methodist movement and traveled 
throughout Wales, preaching, for 50 years. He wrote more than 800 Welsh hymns. The tune was written for a 
Welsh singing festival at Capel Rhonda in 1905 or 1907. The composer, John Hughes, was an active member 
of the Salem Baptist Church in Wales who succeeded his father as deacon and precentor (singing leader).                   
 

OPENING PRAYER (unison) 
Lord God, your love for humankind 
present in the beginning of all things, 
extends throughout history 
and touches even this hour. 
Your love sees failings 
and forgives. 
Your love feels pain 
and wipes away our tears. 
Your love knows grief 
and comforts the sorrowful. 
Your love sees sin 
and still loves the sinner. 
Forgive us when we fail to live 
lives that reflect your love. 
Forgive us the many times 
when we take for granted 
all that you have done for us. 

Transform us, through your Spirit, 
and empower us to serve you, 
this day and all days.  In Jesus' name we pray.  Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON AND *GLORIA PATRI (579) 
 

FIRST LESSON                        Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21                p. 506  
 

*HYMN                       Your Faithfulness, O Lord, Is Sure              251 
Joy Patterson wrote this paraphrase of Psalm 145:13-21 for our hymnal. She has written over 30 
hymns, was a member of the committee that organized the hymnal, lives in Wisconsin and is an 
elder in her church. The tune (Winchester New) goes back to 1690 in Hamburg and was known as 
“Swift German Tune” in 1742. The choirmaster of King’s College wrote the harmonization in 1847.       
 

SECOND LESSON                 Luke 20:27-38                 p. 855 
 

SERMON                          Seasonable Thoughts 
 

*HYMN                For the Bread Which You Have Broken        508 
Louis Benson wrote the text in 1924. Benson started his career as a lawyer, but abandoned it after 
seven years to became a Presbyterian minister, after which he became editor of several hymnals, and 
taught hymnody at Auburn and Princeton Seminaries. The tune was written in 1959 by V. Earle 
Copes, a 1940 graduate of Davidson College. Copes is a Methodist minister, and has served as 
minister of music in a number of churches and on college faculties.       
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE CHURCH (Visitors are kindly 
requested to fill out one of the visitor’s cards in the pew and put it in the offering plate or hand 
it to an usher after the service.)  
 

MOMENT FOR STEWARDSHIP                                        Audrey Pietrucha 
 

OFFERING  
OFFERTORY            Behold a Host Arrayed in White      - Trad. Norwegian 
*DOXOLOGY (592) AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER                                           (insert) 
   The congregation is invited to participate in the service as found in the insert     

included in this order of service. (Please note that grape juice is on the outer circle 
only and wine inside. We partake together after all have been served.) 

 

COMMUNION VOLUNTARY      
 

CLOSING PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors)              p. 16 



*HYMN              Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples              434 
The text was written in 1985 by a Presbyterian minister in Duarte, California for a national 
stewardship campaign. The tune was first published in English Country Songs (1893) and was later 
named for the village where Ralph Vaughn Williams, the most important composer of his 
generation, heard it, after which he wrote the harmony for The English Hymnal (1906).  
 

BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE                       Mitten wir im Leben sind             - Samuel Scheidt  
         

* Stand if able 

We extend a warm welcome to our guests and visitors and we 

are delighted to have you worship with us. Please fill out a 
visitor’s card found in the pew and be sure to identify yourself 

so we can present you with a gift bag. 
 

Deacons on call this month are Janet Andrea and Sandy Bechtel. Ushers, greeters 
and communion servers for today’s service are Janet Andrea and Joyce Goeke. 
 
Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in the foyer after the service.  
Our thanks to Betsy Ehrenfreund, Pat Guerrero and Marsha Pilachowski for 
providing coffee hour this morning. With the continued respect for the high 
COVID numbers locally and out of an abundance of caution, we invite you to 
make a plate from the coffee hour table and visit in the sanctuary where the air 
circulation is best. 

 
UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS: (All meetings are open to members of the church)  
    Choir practice, Sunday mornings, 9:30 AM in the choir loft 

11/6 (Today!): Council meeting, following worship, Church parlor 
11/21: Deacon meeting, 4:00 PM, at the Barn 
11/21: Trustee meeting, 5:00 PM, Church parlor  

 
If you are interested in discussing matters of faith and want to inquire about 
Christian membership in the church, please contact Rev. Clarke. We welcome 
the chance to have you join us in our historic, but active-in-the-world, 
community of faith!  

 

 

 Health note: Indoor air is constantly exchanged with fresh air with a LifeBreath circulation 
system operating during the service to maintain the healthiest standards for public gathering. 
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Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 

 

Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah,  
Pilgrim through this barren land; 
I am weak, but Thou art mighty; 
Hold me with Thy powerful hand; 
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 
Feed me till I want no more, 
Feed me till I want no more. 
 
Open now the crystal fountain, 
Whence the healing stream doth flow; 
Let the fire and cloudy pillar 
Lead me all my journey through; 
Strong deliverer, strong deliverer, 
Be Thou still my strength and shield, 
Be Thou still my strength and shield. 
 
When I tread the verge of Jordan, 
Bid my anxious fears subside; 
Death of death and hell’s destruction, 
Land me safe on Canaan’s side; 
Songs of praises, songs of praises 
I will ever give to Thee, 
I will ever give to Thee. 

 

 

 

FIRST LESSON                                    Psalm 145 
 

I will extol you, my God and King, and bless your name forever and ever. 

Every day I will bless you, and praise your name forever and ever. 

Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; his greatness is unsearchable. 

One generation shall laud your works to another, and shall declare your 
mighty acts. 

On the glorious splendor of your majesty, and on your wondrous works, I 
will meditate. 

The LORD is just in all his ways, and kind in all his doings. 

The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth. 

He fulfills the desire of all who fear him; he also hears their cry, and saves 
them. 

The LORD watches over all who love him, but all the wicked he will destroy. 

My mouth will speak the praise of the LORD, and all flesh will bless his holy 
name forever and ever. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Your Faithfulness, O Lord, Is Sure      
 

Your faithfulness, O Lord, is sure 
In all Your words, Your gracious deeds; 
You gently lift all burdened souls 
And well provide for all our needs. 
 
The eyes of all are fixed on You; 
By You their wants are all supplied; 
Your open hand is bountiful 
And every soul is satisfied. 
 
Lord, You are just in all Your ways, 
And kind in everything You do; 
Forever near You stand to hear  
And help all those who call on You. 
 
My mouth shall speak Your praise, O Lord, 
My soul shall bless Your holy name; 
Let all things living join the song  
Of praise, from age to age the same.        

 

 

 
 
 
 



SECOND LESSON                       Luke 20:27-38 
 

Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection, came to him and 
asked him a question, “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother 
dies, leaving a wife but no children, the man shall marry the widow and raise 
up children for his brother. Now there were seven brothers; the first married, 
and died childless; then the second and the third married her, and so in the 
same way all seven died childless. Finally the woman also died. In the 
resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the woman be? For the seven had 
married her.” Jesus said to them, “Those who belong to this age marry and 
are given in marriage; but those who are considered worthy of a place in that 
age and in the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in 
marriage. Indeed they cannot die anymore, because they are like angels and 
are children of God, being children of the resurrection. And the fact that the 
dead are raised Moses himself showed, in the story about the bush, where he 
speaks of the Lord as the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob. Now he is God not of the dead, but of the living; for to him all of them 
are alive.” 

    
  

 
For the Bread Which You Have Broken 

 
For the bread which You have broken, 
For the wine which You have poured, 
For the words which You have spoken, 
Now we give You thanks, O Lord. 
 
By this promise that You love us, 
By Your gift of peace restore, 
By Your call to heaven above us, 
Hallow all our lives, O Lord. 
 
With the saints who now adore You 
Seated at the heavenly board, 
May the church still waiting for You 
Keep love’s tie unbroken, Lord. 
 
In Your service, Lord, defend us; 
In our hearts keep watch and ward; 
In the world to which You send us  
Let Your kingdom come, O Lord. 

 
 

Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples 
 

Today we are all called to be 
Disciples of the Lord, 
To help to set the captives free, 
Make plow-share out of sword, 
To feed the hungry, quench their thirst, 
Make love and peace our fast, 
To serve the poor and homeless first, 
Our ease and comfort last. 
 
God made the world and at its birth 
Ordained our human race 
To live as stewards of the earth, 
Responding to God's grace. 
But we are vain and sadly proud, 
We sow not peace but strife, 
Our discord spreads a deadly cloud 
That threatens all of life. 
 
Pray justice may come rolling down 
As in a mighty stream, 
With righteousness in field and town 
To cleanse us and redeem. 
For God is longing to restore 
An earth where conflicts cease, 
A world that was created for 
A harmony of peace. 
 
May we in service to our God 
Act out the living Word, 
And walk the road the saints have trod 
Till all have seen and heard. 
As stewards of the earth may we 
Give thanks in one accord 
To God who calls us all to be 
Disciples of the Lord. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



Order of Service for 
The Lord’s Supper or Communion 
At the First Congregational Church 

Bennington, Vermont 
 
Scripture Sentences 
 
 
Opening Words and Invocation 
 
 
Prayer of Confession (read by the Minister and People in Unison) 
 

 We come not into thy presence, most holy Lord God, trusting in 
our own righteousness but in thy manifold and abiding mercies.  
Remembering this day the great heart and passion of a son of man of 
long ago, we are conscious of our shortcomings. We would here be 
turned to the way of his brave and tender spirit, and find that wholeness 
of life which shall be at once a divine blessing for us and a divine 
ministry from us. Forgive our failures and shortcomings, and by thy 
grace strengthen our desire for goodness, that we may henceforth serve 
thee without fear and without shame, all the days of our lives.  Amen. 
 
 
Responsive Reading 
 

Let us hear the words of Jesus which speak of the way of blessedness. 
 

Blessed are the poor in spirit; for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
BLESSED ARE THEY THAT MOURN; FOR THEY SHALL 
BE COMFORTED. 

Blessed are the meek; for they shall inherit the earth. 
BLESSED ARE THEY WHICH DO HUNGER AND THIRST 
AFTER RIGHTEOUSNESS; FOR THEY SHALL BE 
FILLED. 

Blessed are the merciful; for they shall obtain mercy. 
BLESSED ARE THE PURE IN HEART; FOR THEY SHALL 
SEE GOD. 

Blessed are the peacemakers; for they shall be called the children of God. 
BLESSED ARE THEY WHICH ARE PERSECUTED FOR 
RIGHTEOUSNESS’ SAKE; FOR THEIRS IS THE 
KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. 

 

 
 
Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy  
   soul, and with all thy mind. 
 THIS IS THE FIRST AND GREAT COMMANDMENT. 
And the second is like unto it, namely this: Thou shalt love thy 
   neighbor as thyself. 

ON THESE TWO COMMANDMENTS HANG ALL THE 
LAW AND THE PROPHETS. 

 
 
Offertory and Communion Prayer 

          

The Lord be with you. 
AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
Lift up your hearts 
WE LIFT THEM TO THE LORD. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise 
LET US GIVE THANKS TO THE LORD OUR GOD 

 
Words of Institution 
 

 The Lord Jesus, the same night in which he was betrayed, took 
bread; and, when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said: This is my 
body which is broken for you. This do in remembrance of me. 
 

 After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had supped, 
saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood. This do ye, as oft as ye 
drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

Take and eat this in remembrance of Christ. 
Take and drink this in remembrance of Christ. 
 
 

Silent Prayer 
 

The service continues and concludes as found in today’s order of service. 


