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and proclaiming God’s embracing love since 1806       

 
 

THE REV .  KENNETH A .  CLARKE ,  M INI STER  

DAV ID  VA RKER ,  LAY READER  

GENE MARIE CALLAHAN,  ORGANIST          

OLD FIRST CHURCH CHOIR 
 

DECEMBER 18,  2022    ~    FOURTH  SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
 
 

PRELUDE                   Lo, How A Rose E'er Blooming                - Mark Hayes           

 
OPENING WORDS (responsive) 
     O God hear our prayers this Advent time. 
         Restore us with your promised day. 
     Give rest to those who are weary. 
         Give joy to those who wait for light. 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE      

David Roberts and Deborah Turner 
 
*HYMN                    Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence                       5 
The hymn is the “Prayer of the Cherubic Hymn” from the 4th century Liturgy of St. James of 
Jerusalem, which is the basis of all Eastern Orthodox rites. The tune is a French folk melody first 
published in Chansons populaires des provinces de France in 1860. 

 
OPENING PRAYER (unison) 
Eternal God, in whom we live and move and have our being, whose face is 
hidden from us by our sin, and whose mercy we forget: cleanse us from all 
offenses, and deliver us from proud thoughts and vain desires; that humbly 
we may draw near to thee, confessing our faults, confiding in thy grace, 
and finding in thee our refuge and our strength, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON AND *GLORIA PATRI (579) 

 
FIRST LESSON                     Psalm 80:1-7; 17-19                              p. 470 
 

*HYMN                   Comfort, Comfort You My People                         3  
Based on Isaiah 40, the words of this hymn were written for John the Baptist Day (June 24) and first 
published in 1671 in a German collection of 1200 hymns, 300 of which were by Olearius. He also 
wrote a commentary on the entire Bible. The translator, Winkworth, was the foremost English 
translator of German hymns. The tune is from the 1551 Genevan Psalter. This arrangement and 
harmonization are from our former Pilgrim Hymnal. Here’s a clue about accenting words that will 
make singing it easier and more fun (even like a dance!) – emphasize every syllable where the note 
above it is “open” (a half or whole note) rather than “solid” (a quarter note).      
       
SECOND LESSON               Isaiah 7:10-16                                    p. 554 

 
SERMON                              Ask a Sign              
 
*HYMN                   Ye Shepherd Plains of Bethlehem                  insert 
Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872 – 1958), arranger of this hymn, was an English composer. His works 
include operas, ballets, chamber music, secular and religious vocal pieces and orchestral 
compositions including nine symphonies, written over sixty years. Strongly influenced by Tudor 
music and English folk-song, his output marked a decisive break in British music from its German-
dominated style of the 19th century. 
                 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE CHURCH (Visitors are kindly 
requested to fill out one of the visitor’s cards in the pew and put it in the offering plate.)  
 
OFFERING                                        
OFFERTORY                          Mary's Song  

Millie Rieth, arr. Randall DeBruyn 
 

*DOXOLOGY (592) AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
CLOSING PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors)               p. 16 
 
HYMN                                   'Tis Winter Now                                    insert 
Longfellow, Samuel, B. A., brother of the Poet and author of this hymn, was born in Portland, 
Maine, June 18, 1819, and educated at Harvard, where he graduated in Arts in 1839, and in 
Theology in 1846. On receiving ordination as an Unitarian Minister, he became Pastor at Fall River, 
MA, 1848; at Brooklyn, 1853; and at Germantown, PA, 1860. In 1846 he edited, with the Rev. S. 
Johnson (q. v.), A Book of Hymns for Public and Private Devotion. This collection was enlarged and 
revised in 1848. In 1859 his Vespers was published, and in 1864 the Unitarian Hymns of the Spirit, 
under the joint editorship of the Rev. S. Johnson and himself. 

              
BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE                   Partita on People Look East        - Joseph Bertolozzi    
 
 

* Stand if able 
 



We extend a warm welcome to our guests and visitors and we 

are delighted to have you worship with us. Please fill out a 
visitor’s card found in the pew and be sure to identify yourself 

so we can present you with a gift bag. 
 

Deacons on call this month are Mary Elizabeth Groupé and Jeannette Lesser. 
Ushers and greeters for today’s service are Joyce Goeke and Ellen Knapp. 

 

Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in the foyer after the service. Our thanks 
to Susan Katz and Marsha Pilachowski for providing coffee hour this morning.  
 

Our traditional Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols service begins at 7 
PM tonight which will include readers from the congregation, Gene Marie 
Callahan on the organ, the singing of the Bennington Children’s Chorus with 
Matthew Edwards on piano and soloist Kerry Ryer-Parke. 
 

The Christmas Eve service takes place on Saturday, December 24 at 5 PM. This 
family service will be filled with a meaningful Christmas message, familiar carols 
and readings. The service concludes with the congregation singing "Silent Night" 
with lighted candles in front of the church.  
 

MITTEN TREE: Hats, mittens, gloves, scarves, socks and blankets would be greatly 
appreciated for the Mitten Tree. Donations will be distributed to various schools and 
organizations in our community helping those in need. No electric blankets please. 
Gently used blankets must be clean and can be placed under the tree in the foyer. 
 

UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS: (All meetings are open to members of the church)  
Choir practice, Sunday mornings, 9:30 AM in the choir loft 
12/19: Deacon’s meeting, barn, 4:00 PM 
12/19: Trustee meeting, church parlor, 5:00 PM  
12/24: Christmas Eve Service, 5:00 PM 
 

If you are interested in discussing matters of faith and want to inquire about 
Christian membership in the church, please contact Rev. Clarke. We welcome 
the chance to have you join us in our historic, but active-in-the-world, 
community of faith!  
 
 

HEALTH NOTE: Indoor air is constantly exchanged with fresh air with a 
LifeBreath circulation system operating during the service to maintain the 

healthiest standards for public gathering. 
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Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence                        
 
Let all mortal flesh keep silence, 
and with fear and trembling stand; 
ponder nothing earthly-minded, 
for with blessing in His hand, 
Christ our God, to earth descendeth, 
our full homage to demand. 
 
King of kings, yet born of Mary, 
as of old on earth He stood, 
Lord of lords, in human vesture, 
in the body and the blood, 
He will give to all the faithful 
His own self for heavenly food. 
 
Rank on rank the host of heaven 
spreads its vanguard on the way, 
as the Light of Light descendeth 
from the realms of endless day, 
that the powers of hell vanish 
as the darkness clears away. 
 
At His feet the six-winged seraph; 
cherubim, with sleepless eye, 
veil their faces to the presence, 
as with ceaseless voice they cry, 
“Alleluia, alleluia! 
Alleluia, Lord Most High!” 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST LESSON                 Psalm 80 

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock! You who are 
enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth 

before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh. Stir up your might, and come to 
save us! 

Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved. 

O LORD God of hosts, how long will you be angry with your people’s prayers? 

You have fed them with the bread of tears, and given them tears to drink in full 
measure. 

You make us the scorn of our neighbors; our enemies laugh among themselves. 

Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved. 

But let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, the one whom you made 
strong for yourself. 

Then we will never turn back from you; give us life, and we will call on your 
name. 

Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved. 

          
 

  Comfort, Comfort You My People 
 

l. Comfort, comfort you my people, 
tell of peace, thus says our God; 
comfort those who sit in darkness 
bowed beneath oppression's load. 
Speak you to Jerusalem 
of the peace that waits for them; 
tell them that their sins I cover, 
and their warfare now is over. 

2. For the herald's voice is calling 
in the desert far and near, 
bidding us to make repentance 
since the kingdom now is here. 
O that warning cry obey! 
Now prepare for God a way; 
let the valleys rise in meeting 
and the hills bow down in greeting. 
 

3. Make you straight what long was crooked, 
make the rougher places plain; 
let your hearts be true and humble, 
as befits God's holy reign. 
For the glory of the Lord 
now o'er earth is shed abroad; 
and all flesh shall see the token 
that God's word is never broken. 



SECOND LESSON                         Isaiah 7:10-16 
 
Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it 
be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not 
put the Lord to the test. Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it 
too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the 
Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and 
shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey 
by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. For before 
the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before 
whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted. 

               
 
 
 
 

Ye Shepherd Plains of Bethlehem 
 

Ye shepherd plains of Bethlehem, 
That rest in silence long, 
Break forth your Christmas echoes, till 
Men hear the angel song. 
 
Ye shadowed homes in lands oppressed 
By centuries of wrong, 
Let heavenly gladness enter in 
For, hark, the angel song. 
 
Ye busy towns and cities vast, 
With all your hurried throng, 
Calm now your noise and tumult, while 
Ye learn the angel song. 
 
Ye wider plains of neighbor lands, 
Ye hills and mountains strong, 
Take up the sound, and everywhere 
Repeat the angel song. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
‘Tis Winter Now 

 
‘Tis winter now; the fallen snow 
Has left the heavens all coldly clear; 
Through leafless boughs the sharp winds blow, 
And all the earth lies dead and drear. 
 
And though abroad the sharp winds blow, 
And skies are chill, and frosts are keen, 
Home closer drawers her circle now, 
And warmer glows her light within. 


