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PRELUDE          Brightest and Best of the Sons of the Morning    - Jan Bender       
 

OPENING WORDS (responsive) 
    O God of power and love be with us. 
         O God of peace hear our prayer. 
    In this time of worship we pray to you. 
         Hear us and give comfort always. 
 

*HYMN          Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning         67  
This Epiphany text was written by Bishop Reginald Heber. Heber (1783-1826) was born in Malpas, 
England, and educated at Brasenose College, Oxford, where he won prizes for his poetry. He was 
ordained in 1807 and became vicar of the family estate at Hodnet, Shropshire. In 1823, Heber was 
appointed bishop of Calcutta and ordained the first native Christian there. Heber died suddenly at the end 
of a day in which he had baptized forty-two people. He wrote all his hymns before he went to India. 
 

OPENING PRAYER (unison) 
Look to this day! 
For it is life, the very life of life. 
In its brief course 
Lie all the verities and realities of your existence: 
The bliss of growth 
The glory of action 
The splendour of beauty, 
For yesterday is but a dream 
And tomorrow only a vision, 
But today well lived makes every yesterday a dream of happiness 
And every tomorrow a vision of hope. 
Look well, therefore, to this day! 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON AND *GLORIA PATRI (579) 
 

FIRST LESSON                         Matthew 2:1-12      p. 783 

*HYMN                     Our God, Our Help in Ages Past                     210 
Isaac Watts, the “father of English hymnody” based this hymn on Psalm 90:1-5. He wrote his first 
hymn at 15, and thus began a revolution in Reformed worship using contemporary words or loosely 
translated Psalms. The tune, St. Anne, is named for St. Anne’s Church, Soho, England, where 
composer William Croft was organist, and was used by Handel and Bach. 
 

SECOND LESSON                 Isaiah 60:1-6      p. 602 

 

SERMON                               By the Hand 
 

*HYMN                   O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright              69  
This hymn, originally in German was written by Philipp Nicolai while a pastor in Unna. An 
unknown “pestilence” had spread so broadly that in seven months thirteen hundred people had died. 
The pastor’s home overlooked the cemetery where up to thirty bodies were buried daily. These 
events led him to seek comfort in Christ and in the hope of eternal life. The hymn became a favorite 
“wedding hymn” in Germany. 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE CHURCH (Visitors are kindly 
requested to fill out one of the visitor’s cards in the pew and put it in the offering plate.)  
 

OFFERING                                        
OFFERTORY                           City of God                    - Daniel L. Schutte       
 

*DOXOLOGY (592) AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
CLOSING PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors)               p. 16 
 

*HYMN                           O Word of God Incarnate                            327 
The text was written by William Walsham How. William How (1823-1897) was born in 
Shrewsbury, England and educated at Wadham College, Oxford and was ordained in 1846. He wrote 
all his hymns while in the parish of Whittington and was joint editor of several hymnals including 
Psalms and Hymns (1854), Supplement to Psalms and Hymns (1867), and Church Hymns (1871).  
He died while on vacation in Ireland.     
 

BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE                               Deo Gracias                      - Charles Callahan 
 
 

* Stand if able 
 

 
 
 

We extend a warm welcome to our guests and visitors and we 

are delighted to have you worship with us. Please fill out a 
visitor’s card found in the pew and be sure to identify yourself 

so we can present you with a gift bag. 



 

Deacons on call this month are Joyce Goeke and Ellen Knapp. Ushers and greeters 
for today’s service are Ellen Knapp and Darlene Munson 
 

Please join us for fellowship and refreshments in the foyer after the service. Our thanks 
to Mary Elizabeth Groupé, Pat Guerrero, Kristin Roessner, Larry and Pat Ross for 
providing coffee hour this morning.  
 
Weekly offering envelopes are available on the glass top table in the foyer. Please 
indicate the envelope number located on the front of the box along with your name on 
the sign out sheet. 
 
The Church’s Annual Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, February 5 following worship. 
If you are a Chair or Advocate on the Church Council, please prepare a 2022 year-end 
report and email, mail or drop it in the mail slot at the Barn by January 20. 
 
UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS: (All meetings are open to members of the church)  
Choir practice, Sunday mornings, 9:30 AM in the choir loft 
1/16: Deacon meeting, 4:00 PM, at the Barn 
1/16: Trustee meeting, 5:00 PM, church parlor  
1/22: Council meeting, following worship, church parlor  
2/5: Annual Meeting, following worship in the church sanctuary 
 
Battenkill Chorale presents "A Winter's Night" on Jan. 14 (7 PM) and Jan. 15 (3 PM) at 
the Cambridge United Presbyterian Church, corner of Main St and Rte. 22. Conducted 
by Artistic Director, Gene Marie Callahan, there are familiar faces in the chorus 
including Carol Poppe and Peter Subers, and in the orchestra - Francois Secordel and 
Peri Morris. The program features Ola Gjielo's Dark Night of the Soul and Luminous 
Night of the Soul with other winter-themed pieces including Dan Forrest's setting of 
Silent Night. General admission is $25 with tickets available at the door. 
 
If you are interested in discussing matters of faith and want to inquire about Christian 
membership in the church, please contact Rev. Clarke. We welcome the chance to 
have you join us in our historic, but active-in-the-world, community of faith!  

 
 
 

Indoor air is constantly exchanged with fresh air with a LifeBreath circulation system operating 
during the service to maintain the healthiest standards for public gathering. 
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Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning 
 

Brightest and best of the stars of the morning, 
dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid; 
star of the east, the horizon adorning, 
guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 
 
Cold on His cradle the dew-drops are shining, 
low lies His head with the beasts of the stall; 
angels adore Him in slumber reclining, 
Maker and Monarch and Savior of all! 
 
Shall we then yield Him, in costly devotion, 
odors of Edom and offerings divine, 
gems of the mountain and pearls of the ocean, 
myrrh from the forest, or gold from the mine? 
 
Vainly we offer each ample oblation, 
vainly with gifts would His favor secure; 
richer by far is the heart's adoration, 
dearer to God are the prayers of the poor. 

 
FIRST LESSON                        Matthew 2:1-12 
 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise 
men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has 
been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have 
come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, 
and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be 
born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the 
prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least 
among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd 
my people Israel.’” Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned 
from them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to 
Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you 
have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 
 
When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the 
star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the 
child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed 
with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and 
they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, 
they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by 
another road. 

                     Our God, Our Help in Ages Past          
             
Our God, our help in ages past,  
our hope for years to come,  
our shelter from the stormy blast,  
and our eternal home: 
 
Before the hills in order stood,  
or earth received its frame, 
from everlasting Thou art God,  
to endless years the same. 
 
A thousand ages in Thy sight  
are like an evening gone;  
short as the watch that ends the night  
before the rising sun. 
 
Time, like an ever-rolling stream,  
soon bears us all away; 
We fly forgotten, as a dream  
dies at the opening day. 
 
Our God, our help in ages past,  
our hope for years to come, 
be Thou our guard while life shall last,  
and our eternal home. 

 
 
 
SECOND LESSON                             Isaiah 60:1-6 
 
Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon 
you. For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but 
the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. Nations shall 
come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. Lift up your 
eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons 
shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ 
arms. Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the 
nations shall come to you. A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young 
camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall 
bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 

          
 



               
 

                O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright 
 

O Morning Star, how fair and bright 
Thou beamest forth in truth and light! 
O Sovereign meek and lowly! 
Thou root of Jesse, David’s Son, 
My Lord and Savior, Thou hast won  
My heart to serve Thee solely! 
Thou art holy,  
fair and glorious, all victorious, 
Rich in blessing,  
Rule and might o’er all possessing. 
 
Thou heavenly brightness! Light divine! 
O deep within my heart now shine, 
And make Thee there an altar! 
Fill me with joy and strength to be  
Thy member, ever joined to Thee  
In love that cannot falter! 
Toward Thee longing  
Doth possess me; turn and bless me; 
Here in sadness 
Eye and heart long for Thy gladness! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
         O Word of God Incarnate   

 
1. O Word of God incarnate, 

O Wisdom from on high, 
O Truth unchanged, unchanging, 
O Light of our dark sky: 
We praise You for the radiance 
That from the hallowed page, 
A lantern to our footsteps, 
Shines on from age to age. 

 

2. The church from You, dear Savior, 
Received this Gift divine, 
And still that light is lifted 
On all the earth to shine. 
It is the chart and compass  
That, all life’s voyage through, 
Amid the rocks and quick-sands, 
Still guides, O Christ, to You. 

 
3. O make Your church, dear Savior, 

A lamp of purest gold 
To bear before the nations 
Your true light, as of old; 
O teach Your wandering pilgrims 
By this our path to trace, 
Till, clouds and storms thus ended, 
We see You face to face. 

 
 

 
 


